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Introduction

The landscape of the South Devon AONB and its surrounding area is complex, varied, and highly
distinctive. Its look and feel or character is a significant factor for many people in deciding to live or
holiday in the area and gives rise to a particular sense of place. The strength and quality of
landscape character are major reasons for parts of the district and neighbouring authorities in
South Devon and the Tamar Valley continuing to warrant national designation as Areas of
Outstanding Natural Beauty and National Park.

When examined at different scales, our landscape reveals distinct, recognisable and consistent
patterns of particular landscape elements that make one landscape different to another. Whether
nationally designated or local valued, all landscapes matter and their management, planning and
protection needs to be based on a comprehensive understanding of landscape character. This
principle is strongly articulated in both national and regional guidance and policy.

See Why is Landscape Important? on the website of Natural England.

A common approach to analysing and describing landscape known nationally as Landscape
Character Assessment has been developed and refined over recent years. This tool is widely used
to help understand what the landscape is like today, how it came to be like it is, how it is perceived
by people and how it may change in the future: all important considerations in selecting appropriate
land management, planning, development and protection options.

A comprehensive Landscape Character Assessment of the South Devon AONB and the South
Hams district was completed in 2007 following national guidance and an accepted methodology.
The assessment forms the technical evidence base in support of the South Devon AONB
Management Plan and the South Hams District Council Local Development Framework.

The following pages introduce this work and its application before presenting the published

landscape character summaries and supporting mapping. Please use the web based mapping
resource in tandem with this document to get the most out of this information.
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http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/landscape/importantance/default.aspx

What is the South Devon Landscape Character Assessment?

The South Devon Landscape Character Assessment covers the South Devon Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONB) and those additional areas of the South Hams district outside Dartmoor
National Park, including elements of the Tamar Valley AONB. The assessment was produced in
accordance with national guidance, following an accepted methodology and has been verified by
the Devon Landscape Policy Group that includes both Natural England and neighbouring local
authorities. The main body of work was undertaken by Diacono Associates Ltd during 2006 and
2007.

The Assessmentds ai ms were:

e To systematically describe and analyse the landscape of the South Devon and the South
Hams district.

e To record the existing condition of the landscape based on desktop studies and subsequent
verification by on-site survey work.

¢ To provide | andscape scale information that ca
development, planning decisions, the Local Development Framework process and targeting
of landscape based projects.

¢ Toinform and influence the targeting and direction of strategic landscape scale initiatives.

And in the longer term:
e To provide landscape related information to aid landscape management and nature
conservation activities undertaken by a wide range of landowners, farmers, site managers,
developers, and other interest groups.

The study area for the assessment covered 1035km? and was carried out at a 1:50,000 scale. 96
Landscape Description Units (LDUs) are used as the building blocks of this assessment: the
smallest being just 0.06km? and the largest 81km?. LDUs have been grouped into Landscape
Character Types (LCTs) where they share sufficiently similar characteristics. There are 16
character types for the study area i these form the basis for strategic level planning and
management guidelines. The smallest character type of Uninhabited islands is just 0.1km2 and
the largest character type of River valley slopes and combes is 167.80km2.

Further work is planned in support of the assessment to develop both land management and
development guidelines to assist with conserving and enhancing those features that contribute to
landscape character. Subiject to funding, further work is also anticipated to develop a Seascape
assessment of the coastal zone and inshore waters; and additional work within the market and
coastal towns to develop greater understanding of individual Townscapes.
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