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2009-10 Delivery Plan for the AONB Management Plan  
      
      

AONB Staff Unit Roles     
      
The 129 projects in this listed in this Delivery Plan involved hundreds of agencies, organisations, landowners and 
individuals.  
For any one project, the AONB Staff Unit had:    

·          A lead role – developing and implementing the project.   

·          An enabling role – facilitating solutions and outcomes for others.  

·          A partnership role – advising and participating, with another organisation taking the lead role. 
·          A support role – through advocacy or commenting, but with no extensive involvement. 
·          No direct involvement.     

      

AONB Staff 
Unit Role Delivery Plan Actions  

Total Number 
of Actions  

Lead Lan/A1, A4, A7 and A10;  BioGeo/A8;  Hist/A7;  LanMan/A1, A8 and A10;  
Mar/A1, A7 and A11;  Est/A3, A4 and A6; Access/A5;  Plan/A2;  Trans/A1 and 
A4;  Econ/A7;  Aware/A2, A3, A4, A5, A6, A7, A8, A9, A10, A13 and A14;  
Part/A1, A2, A3 and A5 

35 

 
Enabling BioGeo/A1;  Mar/A6, A9, A10, A12, A13 and A17;  Est/A1, A2 and A7 10  
Partnership Lan/A2, A5 and A6;  BioGeo/A2, A4, A6, A7 and A9;  Hist/A2, A6, A8 and A9;  

LanMan/A4, A7 and A9;  Mar/A5, A8 and A18; Est/A8;  Access/A3 and A8;  
Plan/A4 and A5;  Trans/A2 and A3;  Econ/A2, A4, A8 and A9;  Comm/A1, A3, 
A4 and A5; Aware/A1, A11 and A12;  Part/A4 

37 

 
Support Lan/A9;  Nat/A2, A3, A4, A5, A6, A8, A9 and A10;  BioGeo/A3 and A10;  

Hist/A5 and A10;  Mar/A2, A4 and A16;  Est A5; Access/A4;  Plan/A1 and A3;  
Econ/A3 and A6;  Comm/A2, A6 and A7 

25 

 
No Direct 
Involvement 

Lan/A3 and A8;  Nat/A1 and A7;  BioGeo/A5;  Hist/A1, A3 and A4;  LanMan/A2, 
A3, A5 and A6;  Mar/A3, A14 and A15; Access/A1, A2, A6 and A7;  Plan/A6;  
Econ/A1 and A5 

22 

 
    129  
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Natural Environment     

1.1 Landscape Character    

Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Notes on Progress 

Lan/A1 Landscape management guidelines Lead SHDC; Torbay 
Council; Plymouth 
Council  

2009 - 2011 Start date delayed to allow for the review of 
national guidance and to allow for further work at 
a County level to be completed on Character 
Areas.  To be kept under review. 

Lan/A2 Landscape monitoring framework Partner Natural England 2009 - 14 This forms part of Natural England’s work on 
'Monitoring natural environment outcomes in 
protected landscapes'.  Natural England are due 
to complete this work in March 2013.  Outcomes 
are expected to inform the next review of AONB 
Management Plans. 

Lan/A3 “ Countryside Quality Counts”  No direct 
involvement 

Natural England 2009 - 14 The next phase of the Countryside Quality 
Counts programme is scheduled to report in 
October 2012.  The project team have been 
reviewing the methodology and data used for 
the 1999-2003 assessment published in 2007 as 
a basis for this next phase.  An AONB specific 
element is anticipated in the next set of results. 

Lan/A4 Atlas of the South Devon AONB Lead Devon AONBs; DCC Complete by April 
of 2010 

Data collation is complete and a contract brief 
for the design work associated with this project 
has been developed with other Devon partners. 
Narrative for the South Devon Atlas pages is in 
development and a revised completion date for 
this extensive joint project is December 2010. 

Lan/A5 Landscape Mapping Partnership SWPLF; DCC; French 
PNRs 

Oct 2009 - Dec 
2012 

The EU INTERREG SULIS project has been 
significantly reshaped following feedback from 
the secretariat after initial submission.  An 
element of this originally envisaged work will 
now be delivered through the 50th Anniversary 
programme and aspects of the original 
programme delivered through CORDIALE the 
revised INTERREG project. 
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Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Notes on Progress 

Lan/A6 “ Future Landscapes”  Partnership Natural England; 
SWPLF 

2011 Initial work has been undertaken to consult on 
the scope of a toolkit for use by local planning 
authority Development Management Officers.  A 
programme of other work is being delivered by 
Natural England with the support of the Regional 
Landscape Partnership. 

Lan/A7 Light pollution campaign Lead CPRE; Local 
photographic groups; 
Local volunteers 

2009 - 2011 Campaign articles were published in December 
editions of By the Dart, By the Bay and By the 
Estuary; and the February edition of Devon Life 
highlighting the importance of dark night skies 
and natural nightscapes.  With the assistance of 
International Year of Astronomy equipment and 
Simon Ould, 3 spectacular fisheye lens photos 
of the night sky were taken in September from 
both dark sky and light polluted locations in the 
AONB to aid future campaign work. 

Lan/A8 Street lighting standards No direct 
involvement 

DCC 2009 - 2014 An extensive programme of lantern upgrades 
and energy efficiency measures were delivered 
in Churchstow, Hillhead, Kingswear, Loddiswell, 
West Charleton, West Alvington, Brixton, Down 
Thomas, Ermington, Heybrook Bay, Newton 
Ferrers, North Huish, Noss Mayo, Plympton, 
Yealmpton.  Additional work to enable part night 
switching took place in Aveton Gifford and 
Malborough. 

Lan/A9 Undergrounding of overhead cable runs Supporting Western Power 
Distribution; SWPLF 

2010 - 2014 A protocol / working agreement has been 
adopted between SWPLF and Western Power 
Distribution.  Each South West protected 
landscape has been asked to bring forward a 
pilot site for costing and validation.  The 
programme for this work will be delivered over 
the next five years. 

Lan/A10 Community Landscape Survey Lead Various local 
community groups to 
be involved 

2009 - 11 Planning for this project has been started - 
delivery work will be undertaken mainly during 
2010 as part of 50th Anniversary work. 
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Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Summary of Progress 

Additional 
Lan/A11 

Landscape Character Assessment  for 
Torbay 

Partnership Torbay Council , DCC 
and other stakeholders 

2008-10 Desk and field survey work has been completed 
and subsequent stakeholder workshops held.  
The final version of Torbay's fine grained 
Landscape Character Assessment is being 
edited to reflect final consultation feedback and 
publication is expected during 2010-11.  
Additional work is also being undertaken to 
provide an intermediate level of data that 
integrates with the broader County and South 
Devon work. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 7 

1.2 Natural Resources & Climate   

Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Summary of Progress 

Nat/A1 Improvements to Waste Water Treatment 
Works 

No direct 
involvement 

Environment Agency 2010 - 2015 The 2005-10 AMP4 programme was completed 
during this delivery plan period.  Though several 
small projects were undertaken, no significant 
projects were completed within the South Devon 
AONB as these were implemented early on in 
the programme.  The next Asset Management 
Plan period runs from April 2010 to March 2015 
and negotiations have been undertaken with 
both the Environment Agency and OFWAT on 
the capital works programme – outcomes 
expected to be announced in April 2010. 

Nat/A2 Bathing Water Quality Regulations Supporting Environment 
Agency ; SHDC; 
Torbay Council; HPA 

2010-2014 During 2009, of the 18 bathing waters in the 
AONB, 15 were judged on average to have 
excellent water quality and 3 (Bovisand, 
Mothecombe and Sedgewell) to have good 
water quality.  Only Slapton Sands (Monument 
and Torcross beaches) and Blackpool Sands 
recorded excellent results for all 20 samples.  
Both Wembury and Challaborough had 1 poor 
sample result.  In 2011, the EA will establish 
bathing water profiles for all bathing waters.  
This will be followed by work to establish 
monitoring from 2012 for a 4 year classification.  
In 2015, the EA will publish their first long term 
classification of bathing waters under the 
Revised Bathing Waters Directive. 

Nat/A3 England Catchment Sensitive Farming 
Delivery Initiative 

Supporting Natural England ; 
Environment Agency 

2009 - 2011 During the delivery plan period £27,000 was 
awarded to farm works within the Yealm and 
Erme priority catchments.  A further £31,000 
was awarded to farm works within the Slapton 
and Salcombe-Kingsbridge catchments.  Work 
supported included: managing run-off and 
drainage water, dirty water and sediments; 
fencing water courses; covering slurry and 
silage stores. 
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Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Summary of Progress 

Nat/A4 River Basin Management Plan Supporting Environment Agency 2009-2010 ‘Water for Life and Livelihoods River Basin 
Management Plan: South West River Basin 
District’ was published in December 2009 
following a period of consultation. 

Nat/A5 Programme of actions  (arising from the 
River Basin Management Plan) 

Supporting Environment Agency 2010 - 2016 A programme of work is due to begin during 
2010 and will be featured in future Delivery 
Plans. 

Nat/A6 Volunteer and community litter cleaning Supporting Local authorities; 
landowners 

Annual 
programme 

A range of volunteer beach and foreshore 
cleans have been undertaken including by the 
Aune Conservation Association, River Yealm 
and District Association, Wembury Marine 
Centre and others.  The AONB events 
programme has been used to highlight particular 
clean up events along the estuaries. 

Nat/A7 Litter clearance on amenity beaches No active 
involvement 

Landowners ; local 
authorities. 

Annual 
programme 

A wide range of litter cleaning contracts are in 
place to deliver this work to appropriate 
standards. 

Nat/A8 Entry Level Stewardship Supporting Natural England 2009-13 247 Entry Level scheme agreements were in 
place during the delivery plan period.  Many of 
the existing Entry Level Scheme agreements 
were taken up during the first year of the 
scheme back in 2005 and these agreements will 
consequently expire during the next delivery 
plan period unless renewed. 

Nat/A9 Higher Level Stewardship Supporting Natural England ; 
RSPB; FWAG 

2009 - 2011 4114 hectares or 15% of the AONBs farmed 
area was supported by a Higher Level 
Stewardship Scheme agreement during the 
delivery plan period.  These are mainly clustered 
on and around the area’s SSSIs. 

Nat/A10 Energy Efficiency and RE  applicable to 
the AONB - community based LAG project 
through the South Devon Coastal Local 
Action Group. 

Supporting South Devon Coastal 
LAG 

2010-2012 Sandover Associates Ltd Renewable Energy 
Tour pilot project has been set up with a 
contribution from the Local Action Group with 
the aim of providing tours to introduce people 
and businesses in South Devon to working on 
the ground renewable projects.  More projects 
are needed to come forward and support this 
theme fully. 
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1.3 Biodiversity & Geodiversity   

Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Summary of Progress 

BioGeo/A1 Biodiversity and geodiversity priorities  Enabling Devon Biodiversity 
Partnership; 
Biodiversity 
Southwest; DWT; 
RSPB; and others 

2009-2011 Significant action has taken place in this area of 
work including: Biodiversity Implementation 
Groups, national and regional prioritisation work, 
SW Regional Geodiversity Partnership, Devon 
Biodiversity Partnership, regional nature map 
and the development of additional areas of 
county importance.  All have a bearing on AONB 
priorities and will need to be finalised first to set 
the strategic framework for supporting work at 
the AONB level to follow. 

BioGeo/A2 Plymouth Sound and Estuaries 
European Marine Site 

Partnership Plymouth City 
Council ; other TECF 
partners 

Annual 
programme 

Delivery of the European Marine site's scheme 
of management is effectively shared between 
the TECF and Yealm Estuary Management 
Plans.  Both areas have delivered projects 
throughout the delivery plan period including 
concluding a coastal planning study and 
dredging protocol within Plymouth Sound and 
extending the range of environmental 
information included within the Yealm Harbour 
Guide. 

BioGeo/A3 Higher Level Scheme (Environmental 
Stewardship)  Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest not in favourable condition. 

Supporting Natural England ;  
RSPB 

2009-2011 SSSI site condition assessments were 
completed for all 17 sites in the South Devon 
AONB.  Of these, 9 sites fully met the Public 
Service Agreement target of being in Favourable 
Condition.  Parts of 4 sites (The Erme Estuary; 
Prawle Point and Start Point; Stokenham; and 
Wembury Point) are in Unfavourable Declining 
condition.  Substantial parts of Slapton Ley; 
Stokenham; and the Salcombe-Kingsbridge 
Estuary; were assessed as Unfavourable-No 
Change. 
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Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Summary of Progress 

BioGeo/A4 Management plan for Slapton Ley 
National Nature Reserve  

Partnership Field Studies 
Council ; WWCT; NE; 
SHDC 

Annual 
programme 

The National Nature Reserve Management Plan 
has been revised and updated during the 
delivery plan period.  A progress report is 
available from Slapton Ley Field Centre.  A wide 
range of practical actions have been completed 
including scrub management, path 
improvements, new signage, wildlife counts and 
educational activities. See www.slnnr.org.uk for 
further information. 

BioGeo/A5 Management plan for Berry Head National 
Nature Reserve  

No direct 
involvement 

TCCT Annual 
programme 

A £130,000 grant from the SITA Trust and 
match funding from Torbay Council to support 
the 'Loving Our Limestone' project have enabled 
a major programme of habitat restoration work 
including: scrub clearance, fencing and access 
measures to enable controlled conservation 
grazing. 

BioGeo/A6 County Wildlife Sites Partnership DWT; DCC; Devon 
Biodiversity 
Partnership 

2009-14 Throughout the delivery plan period, a 
programme of re-survey and assessment of 
additional candidate sites has been coordinated 
by Devon County Council and Devon Wildlife 
Trust, supported by Devon Biodiversity Records 
Centre.  A methodology for monitoring surveys 
of County Wildlife Sites has been agreed by the 
County Wildlife Site Working Group with the aim 
of visiting a representative 100 sites per year.  
Also see Action BioGeo/A9.  South Hams 
District Council have been negotiating a Service 
Level Agreement with DBRC to support the 
provision and updating of County Wildlife Site 
data in addition to other biodiversity information 
for the district. 

BioGeo/A7 Parish Biodiversity Audits Partnership DCC; Parish Councils 2009-12 The Parish Biodiversity Audit report for Strete 
Parish is being finalised.  Survey work, 
interviews, mapping and draft reports have been 
completed for both North Huish and Diptford 
parishes.  This work has already sparked a 
number of potential biodiversity focussed local 
projects, some of which may be supported 
through the AONB 50th Anniversary work. 

 
 



 11 

Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Summary of Progress 

BioGeo/A8 Knotweed  awareness and control 
programme 

Lead Devon County 
Council; Devon 
Knotweed Forum; 
National Trust; TCCT; 
Natural England; and 
others 

2009-2015 Analysis work has revealed that the recent 
approach across the whole AONB catchments 
area is leaving knotweed stands in significant 
locations untreated.  These stands have the 
potential to re-infest sites where responsible 
landowners have invested in undertaking control 
work.  A new partnership project with the Aune 
Conservation Association and Dartmoor 
National Park Authority will focus initially on the 
Avon catchment with the aim of bringing all 
knotweed stands under positive management.  
Following public consultation the government is 
now supporting work to trial the release of a 
non-native insect Psyllid itadori to provide a 
widespread biological control mechanism for 
knotweed in the future. 

BioGeo/A9 Devon Biodiversity Monitoring 
Framework   

Partnership DCC; LAA partners; 
Devon Biodiversity 
Partnership 

2009 - 2014 The 3 main elements of the biodiversity 
monitoring framework focus on loss/gain of BAP 
habitat; the condition and management of 
County Wildlife Sites / Geological Sites; and the 
condition of SSSIs spread across all 10 
indicators.  A methodology for monitoring 
surveys of County Wildlife Sites has been 
agreed by the County Wildlife Site Working 
Group with the aim of visiting a representative 
100 sites per year. 

BioGeo/A10 Cirl bunting  survey Supporting RSPB 2009-10 Initial figures have been released from the 
RSPB following the major survey in 2009.  
Numbers for South Devon have remained 
stable, though there has not been an increase in 
local range as originally hoped.  Nationally the 
picture has improved with breeding pairs up by 
24% on 2003 figures.  South Devon now 
represents 60% of the national cirl bunting 
population.  More news expected during 2010. 
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1.4 Historic Environment & Local Distinctiveness  

Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Summary of Progress 

Hist/A1 Heritage Protection Reform No direct 
involvement. 

English Heritage ; 
Local Authorities 

Annual June 
publishing date 

Three strands of national activity are targeted at: 
Widening public involvement; creating an 
efficient system; improving heritage protection.  
Public consultation on Planning Policy 
Statement PPS15 and its partner guidance 
document Planning for the Historic Environment 
was conducted during Sept / Oct 2009.  Marine 
Heritage in English Waters is now afforded 
some degree of protection under the Marine and 
Coastal Access Act. 

Hist/A2 S ustainable Buildings  Partnership SWPLF; Plymouth 
Uni;  DCC; French 
PNRs 

July 2009 - Dec 
2012 

This programme of work was originally 
scheduled for delivery through the INTERREG 
SULIS project.  Elements will be now be 
delivered through the 50th Anniversary Our 
Beautiful Place theme of training events and 
activities.  Further opportunities may arise 
through the revised trans-manche project now 
known as CORDIALE to be delivered from 2011 
onwards if the funding bid is successful. 

Hist/A3 Restoration and opening of Greenway 
House 

No direct 
involvement 

National Trust 2009 Greenway House opened to the public for the 
first time from Spring 2009 following a major 
restoration project to the house and the 
construction of new visitor facilities 

Hist/A4 Conservation programme for Berry Head  No direct 
involvement 

Torbay Coast & 
Countryside Trust 

2009 - 2012 Berry Head on the Edge is a 3 year £1.8m 
programme designed to completely rejuvenate 
Berry Head's Heritage and the way people 
experience it.  Building works started in 
February 2009 following the securing of funding 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund and Department 
of Culture, Media and Sport Sea Change 
Programme. 

Hist/A5 Higher Level Stewardship  on-farm AONB 
historic environment features at risk 

Supporting Natural England ; 
farmers & landowners 

2009 - 2014 No specific information report on this project has 
been possible at the end of the delivery plan 
period however there is a good visible 
correlation between Higher Level Stewardship 
agreement locations and a significant number of 
scheduled ancient monuments / historic 
environment record entries. 
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Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Summary of Progress 

Hist/A6 Coast Path historic heritage Partnership SWCPP; DCC; 
SWERDA; SWT; other 
PLs 

2010 - 2013 Substantial project development has happened 
this year culminating in a successful bid to the 
Rural Development Programme for England and 
the development of a business plan for the £3m 
project.  The programme will include stabilisation 
work to WWII structures along the South Devon 
Coast. 

Hist/A7 Then & Now – a history mixed media 
project 

Lead Local History Groups; 
parish councils; and 
other groups 

2009 - 2010  Contacts have been developed with a network of 
18 local history groups all engaged with work 
recording change in the AONB landscape and 
its communities over time.  A training day was 
provided in December 2009 introducing the 
project strand followed by a workshop in March 
2010 on the use of a range of digital media for 
recording and publishing historical material. 

Hist/A8 South Devon LAG visitor information and 
interpretation  theme; small scale 
environmental infrastructure 
improvements  theme; and economic 
activity linked to natural resources  

Partnership SDCLAG; SHDC; 
SWERDA; Devon 
Renaissance 

2009 - 2013 One project relating to information provision 
throughout the AONB estuaries has received 
funding see Action Est/A6 .  Other relevant 
applications are being sought. 

Hist/A9 AONB Historic environment appraisal   Partnership  Devon County 
Council ; Other Devon 
AONBs 

2009 - 2010 An interim appraisal has been published on the 
AONB website as an annex to the AONB 
Management Plan. 

Hist/A10 Conservation Area Appraisals for the 
AONB 

Supporting South Hams District 
Council 

2009 - 2014 The Conservation Area Appraisal for Salcombe - 
was adopted in February 2010.  Consideration is 
being given by SHDC to recommendations in 
recently reviewed Conservation Area 
Management Plans over the use of Article 4 
Directions to provide greater control over 
modifications that can be made to buildings in 
conservation areas. 
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1.5 Farming & Land Management   

Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Summary of Progress 

LanMan/A1 Commemorative AONB 50 th Anniversary 
orchard and woodland 

Lead Orchard Link; local 
landowners 

2010 A potential site has been identified within the 
Parish of Noss Mayo.  Initial work is being 
undertaken to assess orchard feasibility at this 
site. 

LanMan/A2 Environmental Stewardship scheme No active 
involvement 

Natural England ; 
Farmers & landowners 

2009 - 2014 See entries for actions NatRes/A8 and 
NatRes/A9  

LanMan/A3 England Woodland Grant Scheme No active 
involvement 

Forestry 
Commission ; 
landowners 

2009 - 2014 Grant aid is relied upon by woodland owners to 
assist with woodland management costs, yet 
levels of take-up of the England Woodland Grant 
Scheme remain low with just 12 agreements in 
place covering National Trust and Woodland 
Trust estates in addition to a number of 
woodland County Wildlife Sites.  No new sites 
have been grant-aided in the last delivery plan 
period. 

LanMan/A4 S ustainable Farming  project. Partnership SWPLF; French 
PNRs; Tamar Valley 
AONB 

Oct 2009 - Dec 
2012 

The SULIS INTERREG funding bid was rejected 
and South Devon AONB will not be progressing 
this element. 

LanMan/A5 Volunteer and farmer alliance  surveys No active 
involvement  

RSPB 2009-2014 This project has continued to be successful 
across South Devon with farmers benefiting 
from local RSPB volunteers surveying their land 
during the breeding season.  Survey findings 
have been used to make modifications to land 
management practices.  This project will 
continue up to and including the bird breeding 
season of 2012 and is available to all farmers. 
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Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Summary of Progress 

LanMan/A6 Conservation grazing of coastal 
grasslands 

No active 
involvement  

National Trust 2009-2014 Grazing has been used as an effective tool to 
improve the value of National Trust owned 
coastal grassland habitats e.g. following scrub 
clearance by Trust staff and volunteers at the 
Wembury Point site, Dartmoor ponies have been 
introduced to graze the site; and goats have 
successfully been used to graze Trust land and 
control scrub on the steep cliff slopes below 
East Prawle.   The Trust also acquired 280 
acres of land at Bolt Tail near Hope Cove in late 
2009.  In February 2010, the trust held an open 
day at the Bolt Tail site to give local people a 
chance to see the site and give their views on 
future management. 

LanMan/A7 Bocage  & Woodfuel project Partnership SWPLF; French 
PNRs 

July 2009 - July 
2011 

The SULIS INTERREG funding bid was rejected 
and South Devon AONB will not be progressing 
this element. 

LanMan/A8 Orchard Link Lead Orchard Link 2010-2012 This work was originally programmed to be 
supported by the SULIS INTERREG project.  
Some of this work will now be supported through 
the AONB 50th Anniversary programme. Year 
round advice, support and training have been 
offered by Orchardlink to owners of local 
orchards in addition to public apple pressing 
days; portable mills and apple presses for hire. 

LanMan/A9 Rural estate skills Partnership DRST – training 
providers 

2010-2012 A range of rural estate skills training sessions 
led by the Devon Rural Skills Trust were 
provided through the AONB events programme.  
‘Learn Devon’ funding also enabled a bonus 
programme of rural skills training delivered 
through local contractors Think Nature and 
Eddie Church.  Course places were free to 
participants and included providing an 
introduction to stone-facing bankings, hedge 
laying, coppicing, hazel hurdling, planning and 
planting an orchard. 

 
 
 
 
 



 16 

Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Summary of Progress 

LanMan/A10 Farm and woodland awareness activities L ead FACE – training for 
farmers  

2009-2014 Seven farm and woodland related events were 
held during the delivery plan period providing 
over 140 members of the public with the 
opportunity to understand the contribution made 
to sustaining our landscape by our local farmers 
and woodland managers.  Information panels 
were also installed at Woodhuish Farm, 
Kingswear to provide year round information to 
visitors. 

 
 

1.6 Coast and Marine Environment   

Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Summary of Progress 

Mar/A1 Seascape character assessment. Lead SWPLF; DCC; 
French PNRs 

2011 Work on this was originally envisaged as part of 
the INTERREG SULIS project.  A National 
Seascape Assessment project is to be 
undertaken by Natural England during 2010-11 
which will set the framework and methodology 
for further local studies.  Any local work for our 
area will now follow on from this. 

Mar/A2 Marine Special Areas of Conservation  Supporting Natural England 2009 -  2010 Two new proposed areas local to South Devon 
were identified and consultation ran from 
November 2009 to February 2010.  Natural 
England will finalise recommendations for sites 
and complete impact assessments before 
forwarding candidate SACs to the European 
Commission by August 2010. 

Mar/A3 Marine Conservation Zones No direct 
involvement 

Marine Management 
Organisation ; Natural 
England 

2009 - 2014 Initial consultation work has been carried out 
through the finding sanctuary project to design 
Marine Conservation Zones in the seas around 
south-west England as part of a wider network 
of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs). Particular 
effort has been made to engage the sea angling 
and fishing communities over recent months. 
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Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Summary of Progress 

Mar/A4 Shoreline Management Plan Supporting S Devon & Dorset 
Coastal Authorities 
Group 

2010 The South Devon AONB coastline area has 
been covered as part of a wider piece of work 
for the South Devon and Dorset Coastal 
Authorities Group.  This 2nd round of shoreline 
management planning includes each of the 
estuary shorelines up to tidal limits.  Following 
several stages of consultation, management 
options are being finalised prior to publication 
(expected in April 2010). 

Mar/A5 Wembury Marine Centre Partnership DCC; SHDC; NT; 
DWT; Wembury 
VMCA Advisory Group 

Annual 
programme 

18,000 visits were made to the centre during the 
2009 season of Easter to October including 
1800 school children, 35 public events, 36 
volunteers. 

Mar/A6 Seasonal Interpretation facility at 
Slapton Sands 

Enabling FSC; SHDC; Slapton 
Line Partnership 

Annually from 
summer 2009 

A bespoke mobile interpretation caravan was 
purchased and fitted out prior to the busy 
summer period of 2009.  Positioned near the 
monument within the middle car park at Slapton 
Sands, the caravan provides an information 
point for visitors at weekends during the summer 
months. 

Mar/A7 Marine education and awareness raising Lead DWT; MCS; (others to 
be identified) 

Dependent on 
funding 

For details of work in support of this action 
please see Action Est/A6 supported by South 
Devon Coastal Local Action group funding. 

Mar/A8 Slapton Coastal Adaptation Project Partnership Slapton Line 
Partnership 

Ends March 2010 The project ends in March 2010 and the last 
year of activity has included a very successful 
Celebrate Start Bay event, enhanced website 
content, functioning business forum and a 
second attitudes survey of local residents and 
businesses.  Learning from the project was 
shared via a dedicated conference that took 
place on March 11th.  Additional funding of 
£38,000 has been secured through DEFRA's 
Coastal Pathfinder scheme to develop a range 
of resources that enable other coastal projects 
to learn from the Slapton project experience. 
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Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Summary of Progress 

Mar/A9 South Milton Sands (Thurlestone Sands) Enabling National Trust Completed May 
2009 

Work was completed in May 2009 to bring the 
Trust car park further inland, remove failing 
coastal defences and restore natural sands as 
future protection.  Over 100 tonnes of waste 
material were removed. Sand was moved from 
the beach onto the old site of the car park, 
sculpted and graded.  Work also included 
improving pedestrian access to the beach via 
two wooden boardwalks, and The National Trust 
together with over 100 local residents and 
school children planted 15,500 marram grasses 
across the dunes.  

Mar/A10 Local shoreline plan for Beesands  Enabling or 
lead 

South Hams District 
Council 

By 2014 Work to be scheduled for a later delivery plan 
period following completion of the area's 
Shoreline Management Plan options. 

Mar/A11 Landscape enhancement programme Saint 
Mary’s Bay   

Lead Torbay Council; TCCT Plan prepared by 
end of 2010 

In response to site specific pressures, work is 
required to provide a strategic overview of the 
coastal corridor in this location and to identify 
opportunities for enhancement that future 
developments can contribute toward.  A project 
brief has been prepared for circulation to 
potential contractors. 

Mar/A12 Local shoreline plan for Challaborough  Enabling or 
lead 

Local landowners; 
Parish Councils etc 

By 2014 To be progressed during a later Delivery Plan 
period. 

Mar/A13 Site management plan for Jennycliff  Enabling Plymouth Council By 2014 To be progressed during a later Delivery Plan 
period through the Plymouth Green 
Infrastructure project delivery plan. 

Mar/A14 Coastal Planning Policy Statement . No active 
involvement 

DCLG; Formal 
consultation process 

By end 2009 A consultation paper seeking views on a new 
planning policy on ‘Development and Coastal 
Change’ was released in July 2009.  The 
consultation closed in October 2009.  The final 
draft policy was published in March 2010 and 
will eventually be incorporated into a revised 
PPS25 to be entitled ‘Development, Flooding 
and Coastal Change’ later in 2010. After these 
modifications, PPG20 will effectively be 
cancelled apart from 3 paragraphs.  

 
 
 



 19 

Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Summary of Progress 

Mar/A15 Marine management strategy  statement No active 
involvement 

Defra; MMO  By end 2010 Initial work has been undertaken through 
consultations and workshops to determine the 
issues the Marine Management Organisation will 
have to consider and respond to in the future.  A 
draft Marine Policy Statement has been 
prepared but further work will follow during the 
Spring and Summer of 2010 to develop this area 
of work under the guidance of the new Marine 
Management Organisation. 

Mar/A16 Devon Maritime Forum  and Sea Torbay Supporting Many member 
organisations 

Annual 
programmes 

Both bodies have been active during 2009-10 
providing useful mechanisms to communicate 
and feedback on a large number of changes 
affecting the marine environment.  Sea Torbay’s 
work included developing a marine map and 
organising a Sea Festival in September.   

Mar/A17 Management of beaches  in the South 
Hams 

Enabling SHDC; NT;  
landowners 

By 2010 For South Hams DC beaches a Council ‘Task 
and Finish’ group is currently preparing a beach 
management policy.  There will be a period of 
consultation with a range of other private beach 
owners before this policy is finalised. 

Mar/A18 Marine and Coastal Access Bill: 
Integrated Coastal Zone Management 

Partnership MMO; IFCAs; local 
authorities; estuary 
partnerships etc. 

By 2014 The Bill became The Marine and Coastal 
Access Act 2009 on 12 November 2009.  
Opportunities for delivering integrated coastal 
zone management and ensuring links are made 
to AONB priorities will arise as the Marine 
Management Organisation and a series of 
publications and initiatives are developed over 
the next few years. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 20 

1.7 Estuaries     

Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Summary of Progress 

Est/A1 Sharpham Marsh  (River Dart) Enabling Sharpham Estate ; 
NE; DHNA; EA etc. 

2009 A workshop to explore responses to future 
scenarios and opportunities for the marsh is 
scheduled for the 23rd March 2010.  Following 
the workshop, The Sharpham Estate intend to 
complete a management strategy for the marsh, 
seek funding required for any capital works and 
deliver a programme of habitat management 

Est/A2 Efford Marsh  (River Avon) Enabling Environment 
Agency ; Avon estuary 
forum; landowners etc. 

2009 A number of sites close to the river at Aveton 
Gifford are at significant risk from future flooding.  
Initial modelling and flood risk assessments 
have been undertaken by the Environment 
Agency for the Efford Marsh area to assist with 
future flood alleviation and habitat enhancement. 

Est/A3 Update action plans  for the 5 estuaries Lead/ partner Wide range of 
stakeholders and 
authorities 

Avon 2009 
S-K 2010 

The Avon Estuary Management Plan review has 
been completed.  The final document is due for 
publishing in Spring 2010.  An early initial 
scoping review of the Erme Estuary 
Management Plan was undertaken during 2009 
and a limited review will be completed in 2010. 

Est/A4 Effective estuary management groups or 
forums  

Lead Wide range of 
stakeholders and 
authorities 

Annual 
programme 

All estuary management groups and forums met 
twice as scheduled during the delivery plan 
period.  The aspiration for a higher level South 
Devon Estuaries' Forum will be addressed in a 
future delivery pan period. 

Est/A5 Effective management arrangements for the 
Tamar Estuaries  

Supporting Plymouth City 
Council and MoD ; 
Wide range of 
stakeholders and 
authorities 

Annual 
programme 

The Tamar Estuaries Forum and the Port of 
Plymouth Marine Liaison Committee have met 
together with specialist working groups on 
particular projects including: Planning and 
Development and Marine Conservation Zones. 
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Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Summary of Progress 

Est/A6 Estuary education and awareness 
raising 

Lead Estuary conservation 
forum members 

Dependent on 
funding 

A wide range of actions from each of the 5 
estuary management plans were brought 
together to form one cohesive project that was 
submitted to the South Devon Coastal Local 
Action Group and secured £46,000 funding 
toward a £76,000 total project for delivery during 
2010-2013.  The project delivery plan is being 
finalised and includes seagrass awareness 
activities, a book celebrating the wildlife of the 
estuaries and educational work with day tripper 
boat operators to be delivered over the next 3 
years. 

Est/A7 Commission hydrodynamic models  to 
inform dredging 

Enabling Harbour authorities; 
Royal Navy  

Dependent on 
securing new 
funding 

Salcombe Harbour Authority has secured 
funding for silt testing to determine the presence 
and levels of contaminants involved.  Subject to 
finding safe levels of contaminents, phase II of 
the project will involve computer modelling to 
safely test the results of various water agitation 
dredging approaches before putting the lessons 
learnt into practice on the estuary. 

Est/A8 Student research projects Partnership University of Plymouth Annual 
programme 

The University of Bournemouth continued with 
its annual marine archaeology survey of the 
Salcombe-Kingsbridge Estuary foreshore.  A 
PhD study of eel-grass within the Salcombe-
Kingsbridge estuary and BSc student studies of 
both Halwell Wood and incidents of red tides 
were also completed during 2009. 
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Sustainable Living     

2.1 Access, Recreation & Tourism   

Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Summary of Progress 

Access/A1 Warren Point to Strete Gate  section of 
coast path 

No direct 
involvement 

DCC; NE; SW Coast 
Path Project 

By 2014 No significant progress has been made on this 
section of the coast path during the delivery plan 
period.  Landowners and agencies involved 
have been waiting to find out how details of the 
Coastal Access scheme of the Marine and 
Coastal Access Act 2009 is to be implemented 
by Natural England and what this means in the 
context of this particular project. 

Access/A2 Additional sections of estuary paths and 
trails  

No direct 
involvement 

Sustrans; DCC; 
landowners etc 

2009 - 2014 There has been no progress on the Yealmpton 
to Elburton path during the delivery plan period. 

Access/A3 SDCLAG promoting countryside access  
theme 

Partnership SDCLAG; SHDC; 
SWERDA; Devon 
Renaissance 

2009 – 2013 Projects are yet to be found to support this area 
of the Local Action Group programme.  
Elements of this theme are however to be 
delivered by Action Est/A6 . 

Access/A4 Stepping Stones to Nature  programme for 
Plymouth 

Supporting Plymouth City 
Council ; Groundwork 
SW; BTCV; many 
other partners 

2009 - 2013 This £1m, 4 year project involving 10 
organisations in and around Plymouth got 
underway during this delivery plan period.  
Project staff were recruited in September 2009 
and are beginning to build a programme of 
events and activities highlighting the natural 
environment resource in and around Plymouth.  
In its first few months the project engaged over 
200 local residents, children and young people 
in development work at 2 of Plymouths Local 
Nature Reserves. 

Access/A5 Access to Nature  bid for the South Hams 
parts of the AONB 

Lead Various local partner 
organisations 

2009 The application process has been abandoned 
and alternative funding schemes will be 
approached in the future, subject to match 
funding availability. 
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Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Summary of Progress 

Access/A6 Health Walks  programme across the 
AONB 

No direct 
involvement 

Local authorities , 
health authority 

Annual 
programme 

This initiative has been nationally re-badged and 
re-launched as Walking for Health.  There are 5 
successful South Hams Walk and Talk groups 
covering the AONB area providing regular 
volunteer walk leader led opportunities for 
introductory, short and medium walks.  A similar 
successful programme entitled Bay Walks 
serves Torbay, including communities and 
routes in the Brixham and Paignton areas of the 
AONB. 

Access/A7 Coastal access provisions: Marine and 
Coastal Access Act  

No direct 
involvement 

Defra; Natural 
England 

2009 - 2014 This programme of work is on track. Natural 
England has consulted on the regulations for the 
Coastal Access Scheme prior to submitting a 
final version to the Secretary of State for 
approval.  The development of a series of 
reports will follow, each focused on a specific 
stretch of the English coastline.  An initial 
coastal access audit report was published in 
July 2009 which highlighted problems with the 
coast path section between Torcross and Strete.  
Relates to Action Access/A1 . 

Access/A8 SDCLAG diversifying and extending the 
tourism offer   

Partnership SDCLAG; SHDC; 
SWERDA; Devon 
Renaissance 

2009 - 2013 £87,500 has been committed to 3 projects under 
this theme supporting: the restoration of a 
traditional Brixham Trawler; upgrading 
Dartmouth Museum displays; and introducing 
sustainable planting to Kingsbridge. 
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2.2 Planning & Development    

Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Summary of Progress 

Plan/A1 LDF documents Supporting Local planning 
authorities 

Annual 
programme set 
out in Local 
Development 
Schemes 

SHDC: Consultations on Development Plan 
Documents for Site Allocations May-June 2009 
and January-February 2010,  Consultation on 
Development Policies May-July 2009 and 
subsequent Examination in Public by a Planning 
Inspector in March 2010. 
Torbay:  Building Heights Strategy consultation, 
Core Strategy consultation 
Plymouth:  Greenspace Strategy adopted by the 
City Council in April 2009. 

Plan/A2 AONB guidance on shoreline 
development  

Lead AONB Partnership 
members 

2010 Initial work has been undertaken by The Tamar 
Estuaries Consultative Forum to develop a 
Plymouth City Council Supplementary Planning 
Document to guide shoreline development in 
Plymouth Sound.  This guidance document will 
be merged with other work representative of the 
remainder of the AONB during 2010 to create an 
AONB tailored document that will be adopted as 
an South Hams Supplementary Planning 
Document. 

Plan/A3 Green Infrastructure Delivery Framework 
for the Plymouth Sub-region 

Supporting Plymouth Council; 
SHDC; NE; DWT; FC 

2009-2011 This project has been completed and the final 
Strategy is in the process of adoption by the 
relevant organisations. 

Plan/A4 Sustainable Buildings  project Partnership SWPLF; Plymouth 
Uni; DCC; French 
PNRs 

Oct 2009 - Dec 
2012 

The SULIS INTERREG funding bid was rejected 
and South Devon AONB will not be progressing 
this element.  However, elements of the original 
project will be progressed by Plymouth 
University who remain a legal partner in the 
revised project entitled CORDIALE.  The AONB 
will also deliver a programme of activities as part 
of the 50th Anniversary and Events Programme. 
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Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Summary of Progress 

Plan/A5 AONB guidance on recreational horse 
keeping  

Partnership SWPLF 2010 The SW Protected Landscape Forum 
established a ‘Task & Finish Group’ which met 
regularly throughout the delivery plan period. A 
south west summary of guidance with 
supporting materials for a number of Protected 
Areas will be available in print and electronically 
(tailored to individual protected landscapes) by 
the end of March 2010. The materials are 
approved by the British Horse Society. 

Plan/A6 Marine spatial planning system No active 
involvement 

Defra; Marine 
Management 
Organisation 

By 2011 The Marine Management Organisation is due to 
be vested in April/May 2010 and planning duties 
delegated to the new body in May/June 2010.  
Initial work is underway to develop the new 
organisation’s Marine Planning Function. 

Additional 
Plan/A7 

Landscape Character Development 
Management Toolkit  

Supporting Natural England; 
Regional Landscape 
Partnership orgs 

2009-11 A questionnaire based assessment of need was 
carried out during 2009 to inform the scoping 
phase of project development work.  A 
Landscape Character toolkit for Development 
Management staff is being developed by Land 
Use Consultants on behalf of the Regional 
Landscape Partnership. 

Additional 
Plan/A8 

Responding to Significant Planning 
Applications  

Lead Local Planning 
Authorities 

2009-14 Pre-application advice was provided to 
developers and advice provided to planning 
authorities on significant planning applications 
including:  Noss on Dart, Landscove Holiday 
Park, Wall Park Holiday Camp; and a range of 
housing allocation sites for the South Hams 
Local Development Framework. 
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2.3 Transport & Highways    

Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Summary of Progress 

Trans/A1 Ferry services Lead Ferry operators Annual 
programme 

All seasonal ferry services operated during 
2009. 

Trans/A2 SDCLAG providing access to services 
for local communities   

Partnership SDCLAG; SHDC; 
SWERDA; Devon 
Renaissance 

2009 - 2013 £105,405 has been committed to 3 projects 
under this theme supporting: an improved and 
extended Coleridge community bus service; 
‘Wheels to Work’ moped loan and training 
programme for young people; and the provision 
of a safe path link between Collaton and Butts 
Park, Newton Ferrers.  A further £44,595 
remains available for additional projects under 
this theme. 

Trans/A3 Slapton Coastal Adaptation Programme  
actions for transport 

Partnership Devon County 
Council ; Slapton Line 
Partnership 

2010 Alternative inland routes have been consulted 
on and signage is now in place.  Contingency 
planning for various damage and breach 
scenarios has taken place.  Liaison with the bus 
companies has suggested that planning in 
advance posed particular commercial difficulties 
and a rapid reactionary response to various 
scenarios was really needed in the short term, 
based on good timely information. 

Trans/A4 Protocol for highway management and 
maintenance  

Lead DCC; Devon AONBs 
and National Parks 

2009 The protocol and good practice guidance has 
been completed and is in the process of being 
adopted and endorsed.  There will be a roll out 
programme of training and awareness-raising 
over the next year. 
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2.4 Rural Economy & Services   

Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Summary of Progress 

Econ/A1 Construction timber grading and kiln 
drying operation  at Dartington 

No active 
involvement 

Private operator By 2010 Greyfield Timber has begun work to establish a 
carbon and waste-neutral integrated wood 
business within the Dartington estate, with the 
capability of processing additional timber from 
the surrounding AONB area.  The operation 
aims to be fuelled by its own waste in addition to 
becoming the first local supply of biomass in the 
form of wood-pellets. 

Econ/A2 SDCLAG promoting business 
development, adaptation and 
diversification   

Partnership SDCLAG; SHDC; 
SWERDA; Devon 
Renaissance 

2009 - 2013 1 project approved so far under this theme: 
'Women do business in South Devon'.  A further 
£175,000 remains available to support relevant 
projects. 

Econ/A3 Envision scheme Support Groundwork 
Southwest 

2009-11 Groundwork are currently a delivery partner of 
the European funded Envision programme, 
which offers environmental mentoring services 
to Small and Medium sized Enterprises in the 
South West helping businesses to save money, 
develop new markets and improve their 
environmental performance. 

Econ/A4 SDCLAG strengthening supply chains 
and distribution networks  

Partnership SDCLAG; SHDC; 
SWERDA; Devon 
Renaissance 

2009 - 2013 No projects have yet been approved under this 
theme.  £100,000 still to be allocated. 

Econ/A5 Food and Drink  Devon brand and supply 
chain 

No direct 
involvement 

Devon Food and 
Drink 

2009-10 The ‘Love the Flavour’ brand and website, 
together with the Dartmouth Food Festival, 
remain the main vehicles for promoting local 
produce. 

Econ/A6 Regional brokerage service for 
construction grade timber 

Supporting Silvanus Trust ; 
Forestry Commission 

By 2014 This project remains a priority for the South 
West Woodland Renaissance programme and 
will be carried forward to the next delivery plan 
period. 

Econ/A7 Trade waste operators Lead Trade waste operators 2010-2014 A new private sector waste recycling contractor 
TQ recycling have embarked on a £1m 
investment programme to upgrade and expand 
facilities at Torr Quarry.  Private sector finance 
and Regional Development Agency funding 
have supported the work. 
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Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Summary of Progress 

Econ/A8 SDCLAG economic activity linked to 
natural resources  

Partnership SDCLAG; SHDC; 
SWERDA; Devon 
Renaissance 

2009 – 2013 A very low take up of this programme theme 
means that £100,000 remains to be allocated.  
See Action Nat/A10 for details of the renewable 
energy tour project. 

Econ/A9 SDCLAG small scale environmental 
infrastructure improvements  

Partnership SDCLAG; SHDC; 
SWERDA; Devon 
Renaissance 

2009 – 2013 A very low take up of this programme theme 
means that £98,825 remains to be allocated.  
See Action Nat/A10 for details of the renewable 
energy tour project. 

 
 

2.5 Community & Culture    

Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Summary of Progress 

Comm/A1 SDCLAG initiatives for local food and 
produce   

Partnership SDCLAG; SHDC; 
SWERDA; Devon 
Renaissance 

2009 - 2013 No projects have yet been approved under this 
theme.  £150,000 still to be allocated. 

Comm/A2 Mapping Local Food Webs Supporting CPRE; 2009 - 2010 The project has been completed to plan.  A 
range of follow up actions are to be pursued by 
Transition Town Totnes. 

Comm/A3 SDCLAG developing multi-functional 
community facilities   

Partnership SDCLAG; SHDC; 
SWERDA; Devon 
Renaissance 

2009 - 2013 This component of the Local Action Group 
funding programme has received the greatest 
number of project submissions and approvals.  
£141,834 has been committed to 11 projects 
ranging from play spaces to village halls and 
allotment sites.  A further £58,166 remains 
available for additional projects. 

Comm/A4 SDCLAG promoting recycling and waste 
reduction  theme 

Partnership SDCLAG; SHDC; 
SWERDA; Devon 
Renaissance 

2009 - 2013 £50,000 from this theme was allocated in March 
2010 to the TQ Recycling investment 
programme at Torr Quarry.  See Action 
Econ/A7  for further information. 

Comm/A5 SDCLAG develop opportunities for local 
participation  

Partnership SDCLAG; SHDC; 
SWERDA; Devon 
Renaissance 

2009 – 2013 £26,650 has been allocated to ensure that 
programme funds are accessible to businesses 
and communities in the project area.  A further 
£23,350 remains available for projects in support 
of this theme. 
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Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Summary of Progress 

Comm/A6 Public open space  site improvements Supporting SHDC; Parish 
Councils 

Kingsbridge – 
Head of the 
Estuary, 
Dartmouth – 
Castle Estate, 
Chillington – 
Helmers Field 
2009. Remainder 
by 2010 

A programme of public space improvements has 
been successfully delivered including work to 
Kingsbridge (Recreation ground, Head of 
Estuary), Dartmouth (Castle Estate), Salcombe 
(Hanger Marsh), Stokenham (Helmers Field, 
Chillington).  8 improved play spaces throughout 
South Devon AONB Parishes have also been 
upgraded including Yealmpton, Slapton, 
Wembury, Holbeton and Kingston.  Preparatory 
work including consultations have been carried 
out ready for work in the 2010-11 programme. 

Comm/A7 Parish plans , village design statements, 
etc. 

Supporting Parish Councils ; 
Community Council for 
Devon 

2009 – 2014 Parish Councils were actively engaged in 
reviewing, updating and publishing Parish Plans 
during the delivery plan period including: 
Thurlestone, who conducted a Parish survey 
and published its findings in 2009.  The 
Wembury Parish Working Group also undertook 
work to update the Wembury Parish Appraisal 
and produce a revised Parish Plan for the next 4 
years. Stokenham Parish Council undertook a 
pilot exercise, managing and delivering a suite 
of public services at the community level.  These 
were services that are typically provided by the 
District and County.   
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AONB Management     

3.1 Awareness & Communication   

Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Summary of Progress 

Aware/A1 SDCLAG visitor information and 
interpretation  

Partnership SDCLAG; SHDC; 
SWERDA; Devon 
Renaissance 

2009 – 2013 In addition to Action Est/A6  which focuses on 
access points to the AONB estuaries, £30,000 
has been committed to developing a new 
Kingsbridge Tourist Information Centre website. 

Aware/A2 AONB events programme Lead Various partner 
organisations 

Annual 
programme 

The AONB unit ran a continuous year-round 
programme of events, guided walks and 
activities during the Delivery Plan period.  A 
particular focus was provided on: hands-on 
traditional skills; food and farming; local culture; 
‘get active’ in partnership with local outdoor 
activity businesses; and regular ‘Stride out 
Sunday’ walks. 

Aware/A3 AONB Walking Festival.   Lead Various partner 
organisations 

Annual 
programme 

The 3rd AONB walking festival took place in 
October 2009 providing a programme of 50 
walks, a dedicated online booking website.  The 
festival generated £2,700 in external 
sponsorship and a 16% increase on 2008 
figures in the numbers participating. 

Aware/A4 AONB gateway signs   Lead DCC; Torbay Council 2014 This project will be delivered during a later 
delivery plan period. 

Aware/A5 e-bulletin &  events programme  to engage 
new groups and individuals 

Lead - Annual 
programme 

Opportunities have been sought through the 
events programme and the e-bulletin to engage 
with a wider cross section of residents and 
businesses.  The 50th Anniversary programme of 
activities in particular provides mechanisms for 
engaging with new AONB communities. 

Aware/A6 Our Beautiful Place Lead Local Community 
Groups; Food & Drink 
Devon; CPRE; DRST 

2009-2010  The AONB Photo Competition was launched in 
February 2010 with its own dedicated website.  
An exhibition of entries is booked for July at 
Harbour House, Kingsbridge.  The Spring 2010 
events programme contains events exploring 
both traditional land and buildings management 
skills and landscape appreciation through arts.  
A suggestion for a 50th Anniversary Orchard site 
has been received. 
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Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Summary of Progress 

Aware/A7 Let’s Celebrate! Lead Dartmouth Food 
Festival; Local 
Agricultural Shows, 
Local Cider producer, 
local walking groups, 
local experts, local 
artists and performers 

2009-2010 inc. 
(18 months) 

The 50th Anniversary programme was launched 
at the AONB Annual Open Forum in October 
2009.  The Spring events programme has been 
published and the walking festival programme is 
in development.  Discussions are developing 
with Dartmouth Food Festival regarding a 1960’s 
theme and AONB related events as part of their 
programme.  Plans for a 50th Birthday Party are 
also in development including invitations to a 
number of locals who will also be celebrating 
their 50th year. 

Aware/A8 Landscapes Through Time Lead Local Schools; 
Educational specialists 

2009-2014 No dedicated external funding secured to deliver 
this project component, though elements of this 
project are now being delivered through Our 
Beautiful Place, Community Landscape project 
and other 50th Anniversary programme 
elements.  

Aware/A9 Upgrade AONB website   Lead - 2010 Initial work has been undertaken to reflect the 
50th Anniversary programme of activities and 
projects.  A separate bespoke South Devon 
AONB Photo Competition website has been 
setup to run for the 50th Anniversary year.  More 
work to develop and upgrade the main website 
will take place during the next delivery plan 
period. 

Aware/A10 ’AONB 50 Outstanding Years’ promotional 
publication programme  

Lead - 2010 A 50th Anniversary booklet has been prepared to 
introduce programme participants to the AONB, 
it’s special qualities and designation history.  A 
range of other promotional publications are in 
development including a special edition ‘Out and 
About’, ‘AONB Heroes’ local press coverage and 
other regular magazine and press items. 

Aware/A11 National AONB Awareness and 
Communication  programme 

Partnership NAAONB ; member 
organisations 

Annual 
programme 

The AONB has benefited from National 
Association awareness and communication work 
during the delivery plan period including:  
representation at the National Outdoor Show, 
publishing Outstanding magazine, editing and 
distributing AONB news, press releases, 
ministerial representations and an AONB 
conference in Northern Ireland. 
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Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Summary of Progress 

Aware/A12 Regional AONB awareness and 
communication programme 

Partnership SWPLF; member 
organisations 

Annual 
programme 

A range of regional work was undertaken by the 
AONB Unit during the delivery plan period in 
support of the regional communications plan.  Of 
particular note was the publication of 
‘Commitments to a Sustainable Future’ and a 
regional launch event with stakeholders in 
December 2009. 

Aware/A13 ‘Buy AONB campaign ’  Lead Food and Drink Devon 2010/11 The Sharpham Partnership developed ‘Savour’ 
a special cheese for the AONB anniversary year 
and Quercus Brewery brewed a celebratory beer 
called ‘Natural Beauty’ that uses hops from the 
Stokenham area.  Both were officially launched 
at Sharpham House in March by Huw Irranca-
Davies the government Minister for the Marine 
and Natural Environment.  Further campaign 
work during 2010 will be particularly focussed 
around October which is Devon Food month.  
Plans for the placement of media articles are 
already in place. 

Aware/A14 Sustainable land management Lead DRST; FWAG 2010/11 A range of skills building opportunities have 
been offered through the AONB events 
programme during this delivery plan period.  A 
wide range of opportunities will be offered 
through the 50th Anniversary programme during 
the next delivery plan period.  
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3.2 Partnerships & Organisation   

Action Ref Summary of Action AONB Team 
Role Partner  roles Timetable Summary of Progress 

Part/A1 Review AONB governance and 
partnership and agree new memorandum 
for funding 

Lead NE; DCC; SHDC 2009 A one year (2010-11) Memorandum of 
Understanding was considered by the March 
2010 Partnership Committee following extensive 
work by Devon County Council and Natural 
England during 2009-10 to ensure that the terms 
were acceptable to all parties. 

Part/A2 Provide tailored advice to relevant public 
authorities on the s85 duty  and monitor 
compliance 

Lead  Natural England; and 
Local Authorities as 
key partners 

2014 Natural England published ‘England’s Statutory 
Landscape Designations: a practical guide to 
your duty of regard’ in February 2010, providing 
further information and case studies that 
illustrate practical ways of relevant authorities 
demonstrating compliance with the s85 duty of 
regard. 

Part/A3 Publish annual update of Delivery Plan .  
Review Management Plan  ready for 2014. 

Lead AONB Partnership Annual update A progress report was published on schedule 
and the delivery plan updated for the 2010-11 
Delivery Plan period. 

Part/A4 Maintain membership of and support for the 
National Association of AONBs  and SW 
Protected Landscapes Forum . 

Partnership All UK AONBs; all SW 
protected landscapes 

Annual The South Devon AONB has been an active 
member of both the regional SW Protected 
Landscape Forum and National Association of 
AONBs attending conferences, training 
sessions, development workshops and business 
meetings in addition to working on collaborative 
projects. 

Part/A5 Seek and secure project funding to 
support management plan delivery . 

Lead Many other project 
partners 

Annual A range of external funding has been secured to 
support this and future delivery plans including 
successful bids to the Heritage Lottery Fund, 
South Devon Coastal LAG, LIFE funding and 
private sponsorship. 
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4.0 Sustainable Development Fund   
  
 The AONB Partnership is able to support community-based projects that bring benefits to the economy, environment and residents of the area, through 

allocations of the AONB Sustainable Development Fund. 
 
 In July last year the AONB Partnership’s Grant Advisory Panel resolved to support six projects as follows: 
 

·  The Country Trust South Hams Project (farm educational visits for children); 
·  Smarter Choices (sustainable transport ‘roadshow’ over 3 days showcasing electric bicycles & scooters involving school children and the general 

public); 
·  Kingsbridge Walkers are Welcome launch (major new promotional programme for walking in the Kingsbridge area); 
·  Kingsbridge Tree Trail (an activity trail guide for children centred on Kingsbridge Quay); 
·  Endurance Life Smugglers’ Trail (electronic technology trail for timing coast path walks and runs); 
·  Avon Valley Project (an arts and community based festival for the Avon Valley). 

  
Since then, the Avon Valley project has been abandoned by the applicant, but the other five are progressing. 

 
 In December last year seven further project applications were considered and the AONB Partnership’s Grant Advisory Panel resolved to support six projects 

as follows: 
·  Renewable Energy Tour – pilot phase; 
·  Farming Heritage project – phase 1 (linked to 50th anniversary programme); 
·  Historic Resources audit – to support parish history group’s work linked to 50th anniversary programme; 
·  Farm Learning Centre feasibility – focusing on farm-based skills and activities for ‘excluded’ and marginalised young people; 
·  Watkins wood Bridleway Improvements; 
·  Coastal Hopper bus feasibility study. 

 
All projects are progressing. Following a steering group meeting of the Coastal Hopper bus feasibility study group it was agreed that the practical way forward 
for this project was to focus on supporting the Coleridge Bus service, which already largely covers the proposed route, by generating promotional material to 
expand the audience for this service to include walkers and the wider local resident population. 
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Abbreviations used for partner organisations listed  in this document: 
AEF Avon Estuary Forum NT National Trust 

AONB PC South Devon AONB Partnership Committee OFGEM Office of the Gas and Electricity Markets 

BTCV British Trust for Conservation Volunteers OL Orchard Link 

CCD Community Council of Devon PCC Plymouth City Council 

CPRE Campaign to Protect Rural England PCs Parish Councils 

DAPC Devon association of Parish Councils PLs Protected Landscapes 

DCC Devon County Council PNR Parc Naturel Régionale 

DCLG Department of Communities and Local Government RSPB Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 

Defra Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs SD&DCAG South Devon and Dorset Coastal Authorities Group 

Devon LPG Devon Landscape Policy Group SDCLAG South Devon Coastal Local Action Group 

DFF Dartmouth Food Festival SE Sharpham Estate 

DHNA Dart Harbour and Navigation Authorities SHDC South Hams District Council 

DKF Devon Knotweed Forum SLP Slapton Line Partnership 

DR Devon Renaissance ST Silvanus Trust 

DR Devon Renaissance SWCPP South West Coast Path Project 

DRST Devon Rural Skills Trust SWERDA SW of England Regional Development Agency 

DWT Devon Wildlife Trust SWPLF South West Protected Landscapes Forum 

EA Environment Agency SWT South West Tourism 

EH English Heritage TC Torbay Council 

EPs Estuary Partnerships TCCT Torbay Coast Countryside Trust 

FACE Farming and Countryside Education TECF Tamar Estuaries Consultative Forum 

FC Forestry Commission TWOs Trade Waste Operators 

FDD Food and Drink Devon UoP University of Plymouth 

FSC Field Studies Council VMCA (Wembury) Voluntary Marine Conservation Area 

FWAG Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group WPD Western Power Distribution 

GS Groundwork Southwest WWCT Whitley Wildlife Conservation Trust 

HLF Heritage Lottery Fund  Devon AONBs 

HPA Health Protection Agency  Devon National Parks 

IFCA Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authorities  Education Advisors 

LAA Local Area Agreement  Ferry operators 

LAs  Local Authorities  Local Agricultural Shows 

LPAs Local Planning Authorities  Local artists and performers 

MCS Marine Conservation Society  Local community volunteers 

MMO Marine Management Organisation  Local History Groups 

MoD Ministry of Defence  Local photographic groups 

NAAONB National Association for Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty  Local schools 

NE Natural England  Private timber processors 
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2010-11 Delivery Plan: New Actions 
 
Delivery Plan entries from 2009-10 that were initially programmed to run beyond the first delivery plan period and have no subsequent substantial 
changes to their schedules, will be carried forward to the 2010-11 Delivery Plan.  In addition to these actions new and substantially altered projects 
will also be incorporated, including: 
 
 
Significant AONB led projects: 

·  South Devon AONB 50th Anniversary programme of activities:  ‘Then and Now’, ’Our Beautiful Place’ and ‘Lets Celebrate’. 

·  ‘CORDIALE’: submission of a revised INTERREG bid for this project and delivery programme subject to outcome. South Devon AONB are a 
secondary partner in this project. 

·  Sustainable Use and Enjoyment of the South Devon AONB Estuaries:  Local Action Group funding. 

·  Slapton Coastal Pathfinder project:  to extend the Slaptonline Partnership’s work on coastal change adaptation. 

·  Recreational Horse Keeping: workshops, training and advice for horse owners and land managers. 

 
 
Other significant additional new projects: 

·  Natural England:  Delivery of the Coastal Access Scheme under the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009. 

·  South Hams District Council:  Development Plan documents for housing allocations. 

·  Torbay Council:  Local Development Framework Core Strategy. 

·  National Trust:  Bolt Tail site management works at this new acquisition. 

·  International Year of Biodiversity:  programme of events and activities 

·  Natural England:  Evidence register of 119 research projects (70 of significant relevance to the AONB). 

·  High Nature Value Farmland:  including South Devon AONB case study, European conference and priorities for the next rural development 
programme.  (Project led by the European Forum for Nature Conservation and Pastoralism). 

·  Torbay Council:  Green Infrastructure Strategy. 

·  Devon County Council:  County Green Infrastructure Strategy with a particular focus on rural areas. 
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Notes: 
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