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Habitats Regulations Assessment of the South Devon AONB
Management Plan

Executive Summary

The final draft policies contained in the AONB Management Plan Strategy were assessed for their

potential impact on areas of European protected habitatk nown as O Nat uAsareeBiig0 0 s i
assessment highlighted minor changes to the post Strategic Environmental Assessment draft
policies to improvethest r at egy 6 s performance and ability to ci
protect the qualifying features of Natura 2000 sites and further their conservation objectives. With

these minor changes in place, the AONB Management Plan Strategy was not found to have any
Alikely significant effectso.

The assessment also found that Delivery Plan projects in support of certain Management Plan
Strategy policies have the potential to negatively affect the integrity and conservation objectives of
Natura 2000 sites without further careful consideration. Where any item in the Delivery Plan is
considered likely to need its own habitat regulations assessment because it has the potential to
have a significant effect on a European Site, either alone or in combination with other projects,
plans or programmes, the delivery plan entry is marked accordingly. This consideration and
approach will need to be adopted each year during the preparation of the refreshed Delivery Plan.

Sites of European Nature Conservation Interest considered in full during the HRA:
e South Devon Shore Dock SAC
e Blackstone Point SAC
e South Dartmoor Woods SAC
e South Hams SAC
¢ Plymouth Sound & Estuaries SAC
e Tamar Estuaries Complex SPA
e Dartmoor SAC

The proposed marine Special Area of Conservation off the coast of South Devon was not included

in the assessment as at the time of publication t
conservation objectives were not known. Further work may be required once this and any other

sites are confirmed in the future.

The Consultancy Crimson Beetle Ecological Consulting was contracted jointly by the Devon
AONBSs to carry out a Habitat Regulations Assessment for each AONB within the county of Devon.
The following report details the South Devon AONB assessment and its findings. The
recommendations from this report were incorporated into the final policy set for the 2009-14 South
Devon AONB Management Plan and have influenced the development of Delivery plan projects.
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1. Introduction

The South Devon AONB Management Plan may only be adopted by the relevant local authorities

after they have determined that it wil200notsiadevsedr :
These sites contribute to the protection of habitats and species of high nature conservation

importance in the European Community.

A strategic | evel, screening assessment often ref.
A s s e s s meA),twas ulgdertdken on the policies in the Management Strategy and highlights

where there is a need to undertake additional assessment of actions under the annual Delivery Plan

part of the Management Plan, or where schemes come forward in the AONB from other

organisations or individuals.

Status of this Report

This document is a OHabitats Regulations Assessme
Devon AONB Management Plan: Part171 St r at egy 6 to inform the deter mi
Regulation 48 of The Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994 (as amended).

The assessment process was undertaken on the Post Consultation Draft of the AONB Management
Plan. This Post Consultation Draft had taken account of the Strategic Environmental Assessment
(SEA) recommendations, which had already improved the environmental performance of the plan.

Screening for the Management Strategy was performed by an independent consultancy, Crimson
Beetle, on behalf of the South Devon AONB Partnership (acting on behalfof t he o6 Compet ent
Aut hof.itiesd

2. Habitats Regulations Assessment

Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural habitats and wild flora and fauna, commonly

known as the 6Habitats Directive, 6 providpean for t
Community importance. Article 2 of the Directive requires the maintenance (or restoration), at

favourable conservation status, habitats and species of European Community interest. This is partly
implemented through a network of protected areasreferre d t o as ONatura 2000 si
consisting of:

A Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) - designated under the Habitats Directive;
A Special Protection Areas (SPAs) - designated under the Wild Birds Directive®.

6Ramsar siteso6, desi gnnaentoulolihatedreatet thythe BaGoueemmentC o
as if they were Natura 2000 sites in terms of the protection and management afforded to them. They
should be included in assessment, where relevant. In the context of South Devon AONB there are

no Ramsar sites likely to be affected by the Management Plan.

1 Regulation 48Tfe Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994
2The authorities that will be formally adopting the AONB Management Plan.
SCouncil Directive 79/ 409/ EEC on the conservation

4Conventiononthe Wetlanfls | nt er nati onal | mportance especially
Conventiono.

l1|Page
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Article 6(3) of t hdnyplanrorpmjedt notdirectlg apnnectedvgithdrh at 06
necessary to the management of the site but likely to have a significant effect thereon, either
individually or in combination with other plans or projects, shall be subject to appropriate

assessment of its implications for the site in view of the site's conservation objectives.d

This requirement is implemented in domestic English law through The Conservation (Natural

Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994 (as amended) comm
with Regulation 48 setting out the requirements of Article 6. Undertaking of these particular
requirements is often termedntad.6Habitat Regul ati o

The purpose of a Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA) is to assess the significance of impacts of
a plan on relevant Natura 2000 sites. The assessment should determine whether the plan would
adversely affect the integrity of the site in terms of its nature conservation objectives. Where
negative effects are identified other options should be examined to avoid any potential for damaging
effects.

Screening is the initial step in the assessment process to identify likely impacts on Natura 2000 sites
from a project or plan, either alone or in combination with other projects or plans, and consider
whether these impacts are likely to be significant. During screening the precautionary principle must
be applied. If an effect cannot be ruled out it must be reported as likely. Where significant adverse
effects are identified, the law requires further assessment to be undertaken.

3. Screening Methodology

The purpose of screening is to ascertain whether the South Devon AONB Management Plan, either
alone or in combination, is likely to have effects on (relevant) Natura 2000 sites, and to consider
whether it can be objectively concluded that these effects will not be significant. The importance of
the international conservation interest of the site should be at the forefront of decision-making.

The scope and depth of the assessment Jasddependbe de.
on the location, influence and significance of the proposed plan.

Neither the Habitats Directive® nor the Habitats Regulations’ specify the method of assessment
required; only that it must be O6appropriated. The
by the Competent Authority (in this case the AONB Partnership on behalf of the Local Authority(s)).

In the case of AONB Management Plans, Natural England has provided guidance on what it

considers to be an O6appropriated | eveduidaaceth scope
English AONB Partnerships and Boards on appropriate assessment under the Habitats Directive
provided by Natural EnglandJ anuary 2008. I n addition the Europe:

Directorate produced guidance in 2001, Assessment of plans and projects significantly affecting
Natura 2000 sites Methodological guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats
Directive 92/43/EEC. These guidelines and reference to the requirements of the Directive were used
to inform the Screening methodology along with liaison with the local Natural England Office.

5In the case of the AONB Management Plan this role has been devolved to the AONB Partnership.
6 Council Directive 94/43/EEC on the conservation of natiaahh@bitatss wi | d f auna and f |

"The Conservation (Natural Habitats &c.) Regulations 1994 as amended by the Conservation Natural Habitats
(Amendment) (England and Wales) Regulations 2006)

2|Page
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This screening assessment comprises four steps:

One Determining whether the project or plan is directly connected with or necessary

to the management of the site(s)
Two Describing the Management Plan and possible impacts

Three Identifying the potential effects on the Natura 2000 sites
Four Assessing the significance of any effects on the Natura 2000 sites

The actual &éscreeningbé evaluation is being

Preliminary considerations (Step 3 above) considers the vulnerabilities of each site, and what
potentialimpacts may be damaging to the site, this
possible negative impacts. Policies that have not been screened out, feed into the further
considerations screening.

For some policies the decision of No Likely Significant Effect will be obvious, and these can be
screened out immediately. At the other extreme, some policies will very clearly have a Likely

Significant Effect. These | atter policies wildl n

removed from the Management Plan.
In other cases the judgement about a Likely Significant Effect will be less clear-cut. It is in these

compl

t hen

cases that it is necessary to consider further the nature of the potential effect. This is the purpose of
the fuller considerations (Step 4 above) which assesses the potential impacts of each policy on the
specific conservation objectives of the site, the significance of such an impact and the degree of risk

of it occurring.
The detailed methodology is provided in Screening Methodology.

Step One

The need for assessment

Directly connected to site management

If a plan is directly connected to or necessary for the conservation management of a Natura 2000
site, there is no need to undertake a Habitats Regulations Assessment because its purpose is to

manage the site so as to meet its Conservation Objectives.

I n considering whet her tdieetly ddenecedvatime metessSrytothed egy i
management of the [Natura 2000] site 6, t he t er m dédasuresthat dreyconceivedf er s

solely for the purpose of management of that si
referring to the O6nature cofservation managemen

Although the South Devon AONB Management Strategy does propose polices which promote
nature conservation generally, it is clear that the plan is neither directly connected with nor
necessary to the management of any of the identified Natura 2000 sites. Therefore it requires
assessment to determine if it will have significant effects on the site(s) concerned.

Likely to have a significant effect

Natural England considers that AONB Management Plans are plans that could have significant
effects, both positive and negative, on Natura 2000 sites. Thus they should be assessed before
formal adoption.

8European CommissM@ nagi ng Natura 2000 sites The provi si

European Communities 2000 Para 4.3.3.
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Scope of the assessment

Relevant authorities® must have regard to conserving and enhancing the AONB when carrying out
functions that may affect the AONB, even when these functions are carried out outside the AONB
boundary. Therefore Management Plan policies may be applied outside the AONB boundary. Also,
the effects of policies may be observed outside the AONB boundary.

Initial scoping was undertaken by the AONB Unit following the national guidance from Natural

Engl and t o A OBeBstent ob Management Rlans'® which suggests a 10-15km buffer
should be used as a 6rule of thumbdéd to scope for
included in the Screening process. Within the Management Plan there are policies which will be

proactively applied outside the AONB boundary, in particular relating to land management at a

catchment level. To be certain that all appropriate sites were included; a further search for sites

within the catchments of all the South Devon AONB rivers was undertaken. This search revealed no
additional sites to those already identified.

The final list of 7 sites, shown on the map below and described in Table 1, is considered appropriate
given the issues the AONB Management Plan covers and the scale at which these would be
addressed.

Informal discussions during February 2008 with Simon Dunsford of Natural England covered an
area of interest off the South Devon AONB coast, which may be put forward as a candidate Special
Area of Conservation. The exact location or extent of this candidate site was not revealed. On
publication of this Screening Report, the potential candidate SACs location or its proposed
qualifying features had not been formally announced and so this assessment has not been able to
assess impacts in relation to this site.

9 Defined under section 85(2) The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000.

oGuidance to English AGEBnerships and Boards on appropriate assessment under the Habitats Directive prov
by Natural Englafahuary 2008.
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Map 1: Natura 2000 site Screening Map with 15km buffer zone from AONB boundary
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Table 1 Natura 2000 sites within the AONB or within 15 km of the boundary

Site Name | UK Site Qualifying Features (*primary reason for site Reasons for inclusion
Code selection)
Blackstone |UKO0030091| *1441 Shore daRkmex rupestris. The element of the site above mean high water mark is wholl
Point SAC South Devon AONB boun@aeywhole site is considardsd
affected by the South Devon AONB.
South Devon| UK0030060 *1230 Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic coasts The element of the site above mean high water mark is wholl
Shore Dock *1441 Shore ddekmex rupestris. South DevoAONB boundaifhe whole site is considered to be
SAC affected by the South Devon AONB.
South Hams | UKO012650 *4030 European dry heaths The core part of this site at Berry Headtfah the AONB bounda
SAC *6210Beminatural dry grasslands and scrubland facies on calcareouy The other 2 naontiguous portions of this SAC fall outside the
substrateg-éstucdrometalja boundary, though firmly within a 15km radius.
1230Vegetatedea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic coasts
9180TilieAcerioffiorests of slopes, screes and raviResrity feature)
8310 Caves not open to the public
*1304Greater horseshoe Rhinolophus ferrumequinum.
Plymouth UK0013111 *1110 Sandbanks which are slightly covered by sea water all the t | The portions of this site including the Yealm estuary and cliffs
Sound and *1130 Estuaries Point westwards to Jennycliff fall within the South Devon AON
Estuaries SAI *1160 Large shallow inlets and bays boundary.
*1170 Reefs S N The south east marine portion of the site could reasonably be
*1330 Atlantic salt mead@laugcdPuccinellietalia maritimae to be influenced by AONB acfivigysite is perhaps progressivel
114Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide influenced by the AONB toward the west and north of the site
*1441 Shore doRkmex rupestris
1102 Allis sh#&dosa alosa.
Tamar UK9010141 *Internationally important breeding population Betuodedstra avosett| The site iwhollyoutside the AONB boundary, but it is contiguod
Estuaries *Internationally important brggabpulation of Little dfgeétta garzetta. | Plymouth Sound and Estuaries SAC.
Complex SP/
Dartmoor SA{ UK0012929 *4010 Northern Atlantic wet heattEriaéthetralix This site does not fall withé South Devon AONB boundary but
*403CEuropean drydtbs the site does fall within a 15km radius area of keasitl is within
*7130 Blanket bd@siority feature) the catchment of the AONB rivers and there are policies that
*91A0 Old sessile oak woodsleviindBlechnurim the British Isles land management at a catchment wide scale.
*10445outhern damsefflgenagrion mercurial
1106Atlantic Salm&almo salar
1355European Ottientra lutra.
South UKO0012749 *91A0 Old sessile oak wood#lexi#imdBlechnurim the British Isles This site does not fall within the South Devon AONEBbhbpadar
Dartmoor 403CEuropean dry heaths of this nenontiguous site do fall within a 15km radius area of §
Woods S8
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Evidence Base

Screening decisions were made on the basis of currently available information relating to the Natura
2000 sites. The following information was collated:

1) list of SACs and SPAs inside and within and 15km of the AONB boundary
2) site characterisation information

3) Evidence base for the AONB Management Plan Review

4) Strategic Environmental Assessment

5) Other relevant Habitats Regulations Assessments

4. Site Characterisation

Site characterisation has used information drawn from:
1) SAC, SPA and Ramsar site Data Forms
2) SAC, SPA and Ramsar site data on INCC website
3) Conservation Objectives and Favourable Condition Tables
4) Component SSSI information including:
a) Citations
b) Condition Assessments
c) Views about Management
d) Operations Likely to Damage
5) Other information including:
a) BAP i Habitat Action Plans
b) BAP 1 Species Action Plans
c) BAP National Trends data, 2005

Information about each of the relevant sites is given in Characteristics of Natura 2000 sites. Key
factors affecting site integrity and its vulnerabilities are included. This information assisted in
determining possible effects on individual sites from policies within the Management Strategy.

7|Page
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Step Two

5. Description of the AONB Management Plan and
possible effects

In describing the Management Plan it is necessary to identify elements which alone or in
combination with other plans and projects (including its Delivery Plan) have the potential to lead to
significant effects on the identified Natura 2000 sites. In identifying possible impacts no account has
been taken of the existing legislative, regulatory or management protection mechanisms. This will
be done at a later stage in assessment.

Brief description of the Management Strategy

South Devon AONB is one of 5 AONBsuiithiridllevon. It was designated in 1960 and covers 60 miles (97
coastline and the 5 estuaries of the Yealm, Erme, AvonK8ejsbridge and the Dart.

The South Devon AONB Management Strategy is primarily focussed on the statutogyatiopasecohdesie
and enhance the natural beauty of the AONB.

Objectivewithin the Management Strategy are:

Landscape Character

Lan/OITo develop tools and resources to assist in monitoring, understanding and managing changes in
character ammbndition.

Lan/OZTo prevent the deterioration in condition of those special qualities of the AONB landscape under
intrusion.

Lan/O3ro engage communities in recognising, understanding and appreciating the special qualities of tt

Natural Resources & Climate

NatRes/OTo reach and maintain at tgasd environmental quaitgll rivers, lakes, estuaries, coastal waters
groundwaters.

NatRes/OTo maintain the AONB free from litter and pollution.

NatRes/OFo manageandcansee t he AONB6s soils resource.

NatRes/OFo understand and respond to the impacts of predicted climate change on the natural beauty,
special qualities of the AONB.

NatRes/O%Fo raise awareness of the types and scales of energy efficimscgndeanewable energy technolc
that are consistent with conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of the AONB.

Biodiversity & Geodiversity

BioGeo/OTo conserve and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity of the AONB.

BioGeo/OTo bring Europeanational, regional and local designated sites under positive conservation mar
BioGeo/OF o promote awareness of the duty to have regard for dd@ivdatial Environment and Rural
Communities Act 2086d ensure that all public bagieesponding positively to this duty, particularly in relati
biodiversity forming the special qualities of the AONB.

BioGeo/OZ o increase understanding efiatbre invasive species affecting the AONB and stimulate action t
their spread ette action is practicable.

BioGeo/OF o develop effective biodiversity monitoring frameworks that enable meaningful reporting of tr
AONB habitats and species.

8|Page
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Historic Environment & Local Distinctiveness

Hist/OITo conserve and enhancaiiteric environment features of the AONB.

Hist/OZTo involve and engage communities in exploring and celebrating the historic environment and loc
of the AONB.

Hist/O3To improve our knowledge and understanding of the extentrandadnditoh e A ONBOGs h
resource and use this information to inform management decisions.

Farming & Land Management
LanMan/OTo conserve and enhance the working landscape of the AONB, and the special qualities man
custodians.

LanMa/OZTo control the environmental impacts of managing the working landscape on other natural res
health.

LanMan/OFo conserve and enhance the grassland resource of the AONB

LanMan/O%Fo improve standards of locally produced sustzicixd and increase installed woodheat capaci
means of securing the conservation and enhancement of AONB trees and woodlands.

LanMan/O%o improve access to high quality advice and support, for AONB land managers.

LanMan/O®o increase awarenegss iamprove understanding of thedlaonships between our protected land
and its farmers and land managers.

Coast and Marine Environment

Mar/OITo conserve and enhance the natural beauty of the high quality, nationally significart©bd#stline of
Mar/OZ o clearly define the special qualities of the AONB at the coastelatadtsinps with the neighbouring
marine environment; and enable full account to be taken of the AONB in coastal and marine planning ar
Mar/O3 o mprove public awareness and understanding of the marine and coastal environment; and redt
i mpacts of peopleds activities.

Mar/O4ro maintain and improve the quality and appearance of the most heavily used coastal destinatior
focusing on urban fringe sites that act as gateways to the AONB where they are experiencing intense re
or are at risk from marine erosion.

Mar/OS o develop the policy framework and coordinated management of the coast and miayine environn

Estuaries
EsttOTo conserve and enhance the natur al beauty

Est/OZTo engage communities in recognising, understanding and appreciating the natural beauty, speci
individual character§ t he AONBOGs estuaries.

Est/O3To develop research programmes that inform coordinated decision making and adaptation initiati\
EsttOaTo sustain the traditional economy and recr

Access, Recreation & Tourism

Acc/OITo ensure the South West Coast Path Nationa
rights of way network are maintained to a high standard and are well utilised; and link paths are prombte
landownemsspecially where these provide opportunities for safer walking and riding between settlements

Acc/OZTo reduce barriers to participation in countryside recreation and access, particularly for young pe
urban populations and those ditadea by poor mobility, health or opportunity.

Acc/O3To improve safety and resolve conflicts between different recreational and commercial users of g
bridleways, estuaries, beaches and inshore waters.

Acc/O4To secure public access to théatcasridor and beaches through the provisions of the Marine and C
Access Bill following its enactment.

Acc/O5To strengthen the environmental and economic performance of the tourism sector.

Planning & Development

Plan/OTo ensure that great wesghitven to the purpose of AONBs in planning policies and development c
decisions.

Plan/OZ 0 ensure that appropriate development is only provided for where it would conserve and enhan
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beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of the AONB

Plan/O3 o ensure that no development is permitted outside the AONB which would damage the natural
and special qualities of the AONB itself.

Plan/O4To ensure that land use change is consistent with the distinctive landscapeech@idBtead conserv
and enhances its natural beauty and special qualities.

Plan/OS o ensure suitable arrangements for engagement with coastal partnerships are provided for whe
spatial planning system is introduced.

Transport & Higlysa

Trans/OTo increase the range of opportunities for public transport and community transport.
Trans/OJo reduce the impacts of traffic and heavy transport on minor roads.

Trans/OJ o conserve distinctive and historic highway features.

Trans/Od o incrase the number of safecaftl routes linking settlements.

Trans/OT o undertake landscape enhancements to car parks.

Rural Economy & Services

Econ/OITo promote business development, adaptation and diversification

Econ/OZ o strengthen supply chainsliatribution networks for local food, fuel and.materials

EconflO¥ o devel op economic activity programmes | i
Econ/O4lo improve access to services for local communities.

Community & Culture

Caomm/O1To develop sustainable,fonlttional community facilities.

Comm/OZJo increase opportunities for local participation and volunteering.

Comm/OJ o improve the quality and extent of provision of public open spaces and facilities for sport anc
Comm/OZ o develop local governance and delivery capacity.

Awareness & Communication

Aware/OTo increase awareness and appreciation of the AONB designation, its natural beauty, distinctiv
special qualities.

Aware/O7To increase levelanfareness amongst relevant authorities of the statutory duty to have regard {
conservation and enhancement of the natural beauty of the AONB.

Aware/OJo raise the profile and influence of the AONB through national, regiegialnahdcuinutions.
Aware/OZ o increase awareness and understanding of the AONB as a living, working landscape.

Partnerships & Organisation
Part/OITo review management and partnership arrangements for the AONB to ensure they remain effec
purpose.

Pat/O2To increase reporting by relevant authorities on compliance with the statutory duty of regard for t
by relevant authorities.

Part/O3o ensure that the AONB Management Plan is reviewed and published to meet statutory require
PartO4To raise the profile and influence of the AONB through national, regiegi@arahgaiberships.
Part/O5To secure and increase the funding for AONB Partnership projects and programmes.

Likely direct, indirect or secondary impacts of the @idne alone or in combination with other plans or proje
on the Natura 2000 sites by virtue of:

Size and scale

The South Devon Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) covers 130 square miles (337 square kil
coastal landscape fiEmnycliffe near Plymouth to Beery Head in Torbay. It also follows inland the 5 ria es
Yealm, Erme, Avon, Salcefntgsbridge and the Dart.

It covers four local authority administrative areas: Devon County Council, South HamBIpmstith@itynci
Council and Torbay Council. 98.02% of the AONB lies within the South Hams district.
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The Management Strategy sets out the policies of the local authorities in relation to the AONB. But, sinc
authoritiésmust have regard tasgrving and enhancing the AONB when carrying out functions that may a
where these functions are carried out outside its geographic boundary, the influence of the policies exte
designated boundary and the area of influbecgpedific to the issue or activity.

Landtake
There is no direct kaakke associated with the implementation of the Management Strategy.

Plan sector

The Management Strategy sets out policies influencing a range of sectors. Those whitbauay b#diksly tc
include:

Agriculture and forestry

Coastal, estuarine and marine managenaeiime sector, fisheries
Nature conservation

Tourism

Recreation / Leisure

Economic activity / growth

Energy

Landuse planning and development

Transport and hdtructure

Mineral extraction

Potential impacts of each are addressed below:

Agriculture and Forestry

Forces for change identified in the Management Strategy include pressures on the farming sector to div:
may lead to farms movitjotenergy crops that can impact on local biodiversity. These issues could be ex:
longer term by climate change impacts. However, the plan seeks to assist this change have regard to cc
which would include ensuring thervatitse of Natura 2000 sites.

Coastal /marine management

The strategy supports the retention of traditional maritime industries, and in certain circumstances these
for coastal, estuarine and matrine sites, in particular the PharemdrEStuaries SAC in relation to the Yealm

Nature conservation

The Management Strategy sets out policies to i
policies advocate measures to allow wildlife to npmresatoeslimate change and specific mention is made i
to coastal adaptation.

Tourism and Recreation / Leisure

Increasing sustainable tourism in the AONB may lead to increased visitor trips to the A@NB irresiasgson
traffic, aipollution, and noise pollution impacts. Secondary effects eteentiteldshinclude an increase in den
for housing to accommodate local people displaced by tourist accommodation.

Improving physical access to sites could lead to increaselfiegealsncy of access, and if path surfaces are
could also increase disturbance levels and extend the periods of access thus reducing the periods avail
species recovery.

Economic activity / growth

The Management Strategpaus opportunities for economic development where these are compatible wit
purposes and in themselves contribute to the conservation and enhancement of the AONB. This should
and risks of adverse impacts.

Energy

Polices withthe Management Strategy address the approach to be taken on renewable energy within ar
AONB. Dependent upon the scale, location and design of renewable solutions there can be significant [

11 Defined under section 85(2) Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000.
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biodiversity impacts in terms of larzhtedieg habitat damage, and disturbance to species from the installat
associated infrastructure.

Landuse planning and development

Polices within the Management Strategy do not actively encouragepgewsgbphamaddress the apgrda be
taken to laAgse planning and the consideration of individual planning applications within or affecting the .

Transport and infrastructure

Possible indirect positive effects from the plan may include reductions in transport ugtuinenpeaisation of
integrated and sustainable transport options between villages. However, additional infrastructure for sus
such as paths and cycle routes could have adverse effects on biodiversity depending upon impltoneoitat
projects.

Mineral extraction

There are no direct requirements for mineral extraction within the plan. Policy Plan/P7 directly addresse
this issue should demonstrate regard to the AONB. Large scale quarrying aaiv@beitbs@téduSmall scal¢
local extraction would be supported where this could assist with the conservation/restoration of historig |
on where this was permitted this could potentially impact upon Natura 2000 sites liabéahsostdirect

Resource requirements (water abstraction etc.)

There are no requirements for water abstraction within the Management Strategy.
Potential increases in natural resource use for policies encouraging local timber production for wood he:

Emssions (disposal to land, air, water)

Possible effects from the plan may include positive reductions in emissions to air from policies supportin
renewabl e energy and fAcl eand technol @goulebleineareased
local emissions to air through policies supporting wood heat where this replaces electricity (likely in aree
mains gas) which would not have had its impacts locally.

Excavation requirements

The policies themselves tloreate any excavation requirements. Some of the activities addressed by polit
in excavation. For example, provision of local services, renewable energy developments requiring const

Duration of construction, operation, decomimsg, etc

The policies themselves will not generally lead to construction activities, but they do address the approa
of activities involving construction. Such as provision of local services, renewable energy installatikss, tr
etc. Therefore, impacts from construction may result from the activities of others that may be supportex
Management Strategy.

Plan implementation period
From 20062014 inclusive.

Cumulative impacts with other projects or plans

The purpose of the AONB Management Strategy is to set out the policy of the relevant local authorities
Policies are purposefully protective towards the environment and will have varying degrees of influence
local authrigies carry out their duties and functions in general and under other plans, such as Local Devel
Frameworks, Local Transport Plans, Street Lighting Strategies, Community Strategies, and Shoreline M
etc.

A large number of plans, proges and environmental protection objectives were identified through both tr
and the Management Plan Review processes.

Natur al Englandbés f or mal gui dantce bNat AOAB HKEagh
Managemeptan does not have a significant environmental effect then it is not necessary to carry out an
assessamanta. apeci fic r espon sieno ESHkely StgtifieantE#abeh no ino f
combination effeate possibde.
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