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Introduction 

 
This document forms Part Two of the statutory Management Plan for the South Devon Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The main Part One of the Plan ï the 
Strategy ï presents the vision, policies and objectives for the five year period 2009 ï 2014.  This Delivery Plan sets out how those policies and objectives will be 
turned into action. This Delivery Plan is a rolling programme: it will be reviewed and updated every year. The actions for the first year are therefore more precisely 
described than those for the following four years. 

For the sake of convenience, the document is arranged into the theme chapters listed in the Contents opposite. This mirrors the theme chapter layout of the main 
Strategy. Inevitably, many actions cut across several themes: rather than repeat them, they are included once within the theme with the greatest relevance and 
then signposted from other theme chapters by cross-references. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
The Dart estuary, Stoke Gabriel and Torbay fringe viewed from East Cornworthy. 

 
 

 
Published:  2009 by South Devon AONB Partnership, Follaton House, Totnes, TQ9 5NE. www.southdevonaonb.org.uk  
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Natural Environment 

1.1  Landscape Character 

Objective 
Lan/O1 
To develop tools and resources to assist in monitoring, understanding and managing changes in landscape character and condition. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 

Source 

AONB Team 

Role 

Partner  

roles 
Timetable 

Lan/A1 Publish landscape management guidelines.  Publication of landscape 
management guidelines on the AONB 
website following consultation phase.  

SHDC, AONB Lead SHDC; Torbay 
Council; 
Plymouth 

Council  

2009 - 2011 

Lan/A2 Develop an AONB landscape monitoring 
framework. 

Development and adoption of new 
national framework for monitoring and 
tracking the state of AONB 

landscapes. 

Natural England Partner Natural 
England 

2009 - 14 

Lan/A3 Undertake UK-wide ñCountryside Quality 
Countsò study of landscape condition. 

Publication of findings of study and 
AONB level cuts of data. 

Natural England No direct 
involvement  

Natural 
England 

2009 - 14 

Lan/A4 Publish an Atlas of the South Devon AONB A digital atlas of AONB uploaded to 
the AONB website 

Devon AONBs, DCC Lead Devon AONBs; 
DCC 

Complete by April 
of 2010 

Lan/A5 Transnational ñSustainable Landscapesò 

programme:  Landscape Mapping project. 
 
Progress subject to securing funding. 

Audit of current practice; create 

toolkits for community and 
professionals; GIS mapping for 
historic, present and future 

landscapes; community field work; 
publish landscape atlas; exhibition 
material.  

EU INTERREG 

funding;  
AONB SDF 

Partnership SWPLF; 

DCC; 
French PNRs 

Oct 2009 - Dec 

2012 

Lan/A6 Regional Landscape Partnershipôs ñFuture 

Landscapesò analysis and modelling project 

Publication of ófuture landscapesô 

studies and toolkits 

Natural England Partnership Natural 

England; 
SWPLF 

2011 
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Objective 
Lan/O2 
To prevent the deterioration in condition of those special qualities of the AONB landscape under threat from visual intrusion. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 

Source 

AONB Team 

Role 

Partner  

roles 
Timetable 

Lan/A7 Further develop the AONB light pollution 
campaign.  
 

(Part of the AONB 50
th

 Anniversary programme) 

Light pollution levels remain within 
2000 levels by 2014. 
Number of hits to the AONB Light 

Pollution fact sheet pages. 
Number of AONB parishes with a 
light pollution champion.  

AONB Partnership 
budget.  
 

Lead CPRE;  
Local 
photographic 

groups; 
Local 
volunteers  

2009 - 2011 

Lan/A8 Modernisation of street lighting standards.  % of all AONB street lighting switched 

to low energy bulbs, using full cut-off 
luminaires, operating night time 
dimming or turned off for part of the 

night.  

Devon County 

Council 

No direct 

involvement  

DCC 2009 - 2014 

Lan/A9 Secure the undergrounding of overhead cable 
runs.  

Renewal of provision for 
undergrounding included in OFGEM 
price review.  

2km of overhead electric cables 
ñundergroundedò in the AONB. 

Western Power 
Distribution, OFGEM 

Supporting Western 
Power 
Distribution; 

SWPLF 

2010 - 2014 

 

Objective 
Lan/O3 
To engage communities in recognising, understanding and appreciating the special qualities of the AONB.  

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 

Source 

AONB Team 

Role 

Partner  

roles 
Timetable 

Lan/A10 Develop and carry out a Community Landscape 
Survey recording and raising awareness of the 
AONBôs special qualities. 

 
(Part of the AONB 50

th
 Anniversary programme). 

A robust data set providing quality 
information about the AONBôs special 
features and qualities.  

Engagement of community groups 
and individuals as volunteer 
surveyors.  

Improved understanding and 
appreciation of the AONBôs special 
qualities and features within the local 

community.  

AONB Partnership 
budget  
 

Lead Various local 
community 
groups to be 

involved 

2009 - 11 
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1.2  Natural Resources & Climate 

Objective 
NatRes/O1 
To reach and maintain at least good environmental quality for all rivers, lakes, estuaries, coastal waters and groundwaters. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

Nat/A1 Undertake further improvements to Waste Water 
Treatment Works.  

SWW Asset Management Plan 
adopted by 2010 and programme of 

improvements undertaken to 
treatments works.  

South West Water No direct 
involvement  

Environment 
Agency 

2010 - 2014 

Nat/A2 Develop a coordinated response to Bathing Water 
Quality Regulations tackling the source of 

problems for sites experiencing poor quality test 
results. 

Partner agencies have clearly defined 
roles and are delivering pro-active 

initiatives to improve water quality. 

Statutory agencies Supporting Environment 
Agency; 

SHDC; Torbay 
Council; HPA 

2010-2014 

Nat/A3 Deliver the England Catchment Sensitive 
Farming Delivery Initiative in the river catchments 

of the AONB.  

Deliver programmes of one-to-one 
site visits, workshops, training, and 

capital grants. 

Natural England Supporting Natural 
England; 

Environment 
Agency 

2009 - 2011 

Nat/A4 Publish the River Basin Management Plan as 
required by the Water framework Directive 

Plan completed and published. Environment Agency Supporting Environment 
Agency 

2010 

Nat/A5 Initiate a programme of actions arising from the 

River Basin Management Plan 

Actions to be determined from the 

Plan. Water bodies to reach good 
environmental quality status by 2016.  

Environment Agency Supporting Environment 

Agency 

2010 - 2016 

 

Objective 
NatRes/O2 
To maintain the AONB free from litter and pollution. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 

Source 

AONB Team 

Role 

Partner  

roles 
Timetable 

Nat/A6 Volunteer and community litter cleaning actions 
undertaken on remote shoreline/non-amenity 
beaches 

At least 20 volunteer/community litter 
clean actions undertaken per year.  

Volunteer/community 
groups  

Supporting Local 
authorities; 
landowners 

Annual programme 

Nat/A7 Routine litter clearance on amenity beaches to 

be undertaken by landowners/local authorities 

Amenity beaches clear of litter 

between Easter and end of 
September.  

Landowners  No active 

involvement  

Landowners; 

local 
authorities. 

Annual programme 
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Objective 
NatRes/O3 
To manage and conserve the AONBôs soils resource. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 

Source 

AONB Team 

Role 

Partner  

roles 
Timetable 

Nat/A8 Improve the Environmental Management of the 
AONB through Entry Level Stewardship 

Increase the proportion of AONB farm 
holdings in the Entry Level 
Stewardship Scheme from 2008 

level.   

Defra Supporting Natural 
England 

2009-13 

Nat/A9 Spatially target Higher Level Stewardship scheme 
resources at priority holdings to ensure the greatest 
environmental return within the South Devon Coast 

and River Valleys target area.  

>75% of target farmholdings entered 
into Higher Level Stewardship.  

Defra Supporting Natural 
England; 
RSPB; FWAG 

2009 - 2011 

 

Objective 

NatRes/O4 
To understand and respond to the impacts of predicted climate change on the natural beauty, landscape and special qualities of the 
AONB. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

 See actions Lan/A5 and Lan/A6 above for mapping of ñfuture landscapesò and climate change modelling. Programme of priority actions to follow on from that work 

and to be included in future Delivery Plan updates. 
 

 

Objective 

NatRes/O5 
To raise awareness of the types and scales of energy efficiency measures and renewable energy technologies that are consistent with 
conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of the AONB. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

Nat/A10 This may be developed as a community based 

project through the South Devon Coastal Local 
Action Group.  Further information will be provided 
in future Delivery plan updates subject to progress. 

An increase in installed renewable 

energy capacity from 2008 levels.  

South Devon Coastal 

LAG 

Supporting South Devon 

Coastal LAG 

2010-2012 
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1.3  Biodiversity & Geodiversity 

Objective 
BioGeo/O1 
To conserve and enhance the biodiversity and geodiversity of the AONB. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

BioGeo/ 
A1 

Refine biodiversity priorities and establish 
geodiversity priorities for the AONB by 2011 in 

the light of National and Regional BAP delivery 
plans.  

Clear priorities are established, 
supported by developing projects and 

initiatives.  

Various Enabling Devon 
Biodiversity 

Partnership; 
Biodiversity 
Southwest; 

DWT; RSPB; 
and others  

2009-2011 

 

Objective 
BioGeo/O2 
To bring European, national, regional and local designated sites under positive conservation management. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 

Source 

AONB Team 

Role 

Partner  

roles 
Timetable 

BioGeo/ 
A2 

Implement the scheme of management for the 
Plymouth Sound and Estuaries European 
Marine Site 

Implementation of actions within the 
Tamar Estuaries Management Plan.  
Implementation of actions within the 

Yealm Estuary Management Plan 

Tamar Estuaries 
Consultative Forum 

Partnership Plymouth City 
Council; other 
TECF partners 

Annual programme 

BioGeo/ 
A3 

Target Higher Level Scheme (Environmental 
Stewardship) resources at Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest not in favourable condition.  

95% of SSSIs are in favourable 
conservation status 

Defra Supporting Natural 
England;  
RSPB 

2009-2011 

BioGeo/ 

A4 

Implement the management plan for Slapton 

National Nature Reserve 

Completion of programmed actions 

within National Nature Reserve 
Management Plan 

NE, WWCT, SHDC 

and others  

Partnership Field Studies 

Council; 
WWCT; NE; 
SHDC 

Annual programme 

BioGeo/ 

A5 

Implement the management plan for Berry Head 

National Nature Reserve 

Completion of programmed actions 

within National Nature Reserve 
Management Plan.  

TCCT, NE, HLF, 

Torbay Council  

No direct 

involvement  

TCCT Annual programme 

BioGeo/ 
A6 

Provide advice to the owners of County Wildlife 
Sites and secure their positive conservation 

management. (Local Area Agreement) 

3% annual growth in the number of 
County Wildlife Sites under positive 

conservation management  

Various Partnership DWT; DCC; 
Devon 

Biodiversity 
Partnership 

2009-14 
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Objective 

BioGeo/O3 
To promote awareness of the duty to have regard for biodiversity (s40 Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006) and ensure 
that all public bodies are responding positively to this duty, particularly in relation to biodiversity forming the special qualities of the 
AONB. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

BioGeo/ 

A7 

Undertake Parish Biodiversity Audits in 

partnership with local Parish Councils  

2 Audits completed each year and 

follow-up initiatives programmed 

Devon County 

Council 

Partnership DCC 2009-12 

 

Objective 

BioGeo/O4 
To increase understanding of non-native invasive species affecting the AONB and stimulate action to reverse their spread where action is 
practicable. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

BioGeo/ 

A8 

Develop the Knotweed awareness and control 

programme.  

Increase the proportion of knotweed 

stands under active control 
programmes throughout the AONB 
and its river catchments.  

Various  Lead Devon County 

Council; Devon 
Knotweed 
Forum; 

National Trust; 
TCCT; Natural 
England; and 

others  

2009-2015 

 

Objective 
BioGeo/O5 
To develop effective biodiversity monitoring frameworks that enable meaningful reporting of trends in priority AONB habitats and species. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 

Source 

AONB Team 

Role 

Partner  

roles 
Timetable 

BioGeo/ 
A9 

Devon Biodiversity Monitoring Framework  Audit and revision of BAP priorities; 
Develop biodiversity monitoring 
framework; community involvement in 

parish audits; bring CWSs into 
positive management; publish Devon 
Nature Map 

Devon Biodiversity 
Partnership 

Partnership DCC; 
LAA partners; 
Devon 

Biodiversity 
Partnership  

2009 - 2014 

BioGeo/ 

A10 

Major survey of the Cirl bunting population 

throughout the area 

Survey and analysis completed, 

results disseminated and published in 
the Cirl Bunting Bulletin.  Follow up 
work for 2010+ identified and 

actioned.  

RSPB / Natural 

England 

Supporting RSPB 2009-10 
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1.4  Historic Environment & Local Distinctiveness 

Objective 
Hist/O1 
To conserve and enhance the historic environment features of the AONB. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

Hist/A1 Delivery of a programme of Heritage Protection 
Reform  

A functioning Heritage at Risk 
Register 

English Heritage No direct 
involvement.  

English 
Heritage; 

Local 
Authorities  

Annual June 
publishing date 

Hist/A2 Transnational ñSustainable Landscapesò 
programme:  Sustainable Buildings project. 

 
Progress subject to securing funding. 

Run programme of education and 
training events for householders 

about the care of traditional buildings.  
Survey of local building materials and 
publication of results. 

EU INTERREG 
funding;  

AONB SDF 

Partnership SWPLF; 
Plymouth Uni; 

DCC; 
French PNRs 

July 2009 - Dec 
2012 

Hist/A3 Complete the restoration and opening of 

Greenway House on the Dart  

Greenway House open to the public 

2010. 

National Trust No direct 

involvement  

National Trust 2009 

Hist/A4 Implement the agreed conservation programme 
for Berry Head scheduled ancient monument  

Conservation programme completed. Heritage Lottery 
Fund, Sea Change 

No direct 
involvement  

Torbay Coast 
& Countryside 
Trust 

2009 - 2012 

Hist/A5 Continue the roll -out of the Higher Level 

Stewardship scheme to prioritised farms in the 
AONB with historic environment features at risk. 

An increase in the area of farmland 

on which historic environment 
features are being protected, 
maintained and restored through 

HLS.  

Natural England Supporting Natural 

England; 
farmers & 
landowners 

2009 - 2014 

Hist/A6 Coast Path historic heritage project. 
 
Progress subject to securing funding. 

Programme of practical conservation 
work to 10 historic sites; Programme 
of publications, interpretation & 

information 

Application to RDPE 
Sustainable Tourism 
programme 

Partnership SWCPP; DCC; 
SWERDA; 
SWT; other 

PLs 

2010 - 2013 

 See earlier Action Lan/A1 for landscape management guidelines that include Historic Environment and Local Distinctiveness aspects. 
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Objective 
Hist/O2 
To involve and engage communities in exploring and celebrating the historic environment and local distinctiveness of the AONB. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 

Source 

AONB Team 

Role 

Partner  

roles 
Timetable 

Hist/A7 Then & Now ï a history mixed media project : 
part of AONB 50 Outstanding Years programme.  
 

Progress subject to securing funding. 

10 óExploreô podcast trails. 
1 DVD & 1 CD of historic materials 
collected, produced & distributed. 

Touring exhibition visits to a venue in 
each parish of the AONB. 
Collection of aural histories for the 

AONB.  
Establish links between local schools 
and local history groups.  

Establish a forum of Local History 
Groups. 

Heritage Lottery 
Fund ï not conf. 
South Devon LAG ï 

not conf.  
AONB Partnership 
budget  

Lead Local History 
Groups; parish 
councils; and 

other groups  

2009 - 2010  

Hist/A8 South Devon Local Action Group local development 
strategy: visitor information and interpretation 

theme; small scale environmental infrastructure 
improvements theme; and economic activity 
linked to natural resources. 

 

20 community-led practical historic 
environment projects and 20 

interpretation projects. 

EU LEADER funding Partnership SDCLAG; 
SHDC; 

SWERDA; 
Devon 
Renaissance 

2009 - 2013 

 

Objective 

Hist/O3 
To improve our knowledge and understanding of the extent and condition of the AONBôs historic environment resource and use this 
information to inform management decisions. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

Hist/A9 Publish an historic environment appraisal of the 
AONB. 

 

A completed document and 
supporting information base uploaded 

to the AONB website.  
 

Devon County 
Council 

Partnership  Devon County 
Council;  

Other Devon 
AONBs 

2009 - 2010 

Hist/A10 Publish Conservation Area Appraisals for the 
AONB. 

An additional 3 Appraisals completed 
and published including Character 

Appraisals and Management Plans 
for Salcombe, Dartmouth and 
Kingswear.  

A review of need and pressure to 
inform a future appraisal programme 
for 2010-11 and beyond. 

South Hams District 
Council 

Supporting South Hams 
District 

Council  

2009 - 2014 
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1.5  Farming & Land Management 

Objective 
LanMan/O1 
To conserve and enhance the working landscape of the AONB, and the special qualities managed by its custodians.  

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

LanMan/ 
A1 

 

Plant a commemorative AONB 50
th

 Anniversary 
orchard and woodland.  

 

Orchard and woodland planted and 
management regime agreed. 

See Comm/06 Lead Orchard Link; 
local 

landowners 

2010 

LanMan/ 
A2 
 

Continue roll-out of the Environmental 
Stewardship scheme to farms in the AONB. 

Increase the area of farmland in ELS 
to 20,000ha and HLS to 5000ha by 
2014. 

Natural England No active 
involvement  

Natural 
England; 
Farmers & 

landowners 

2009 - 2014 

LanMan/ 
A3 
 

Continue roll-out of the England Woodland Grant 
Scheme to farms in the AONB.  

Area of woodland in EWGS increased 
to 300ha by 2014.  

Forestry Commission No active 
involvement  

Forestry 
Commission; 
landowners 

2009 - 2014 

LanMan/ 

A4 
 

Transnational ñSustainable Landscapesò 

programme:  Sustainable Farming project. 
 
Progress subject to securing funding. 

Study of food supply chains; develop 

farmer networks; develop rural -urban 
food links; product certification; build 
awareness & demand; training for 

local food industry; rural skills 
training; training for new landowners. 

EU INTERREG 

funding;  
AONB SDF 

Partnership SWPLF; 

DCC; 
French PNRs; 
Tamar AONB 

Oct 2009 - Dec 

2012 

LanMan/ 
A5 

Volunteer and farmer alliance  bird breeding 
season surveys  

Good coverage of AONB farms 
surveyed through the volunteer 

scheme and long term links 
established with landowners  

Volunteer time No active 
involvement  

RSPB 2009-2014 

 

Objective 
LanMan/O2 
To control the environmental impacts of managing the working landscape on other natural resources and public health. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Succe ss 
Funding 

Source 

AONB Team 

Role 

Partner  

roles 
Timetable 

 
This objective is being supported through the action and regular work of partner agencies.  Any relevant initiatives will be included within this section as future 
updates to the Delivery Plan. Also see actions Nat/A3 and Nat/A4.  

 

Objective 
LanMan/O3 
To conserve and enhance the pastoral nature of the AONB, its livestock and species-rich conservation grassland resource.  

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 

Source 

AONB Team 

Role 

Partner  

roles 
Timetable 

LanMan/ 
A6 

Conservation grazing of coastal grasslands and 
slopes on National Trust coastal properties.  

Scrub reduction and increased sward 
diversity 

National Trust No active 
involvement  

National Trust 2009-2014 

 



Page 13 of 40 13/10/2009 

 

Objective 

LanMan/O4 
To improve standards of locally produced sustainable timber and woodfuel, and increase installed woodheat capacity as a means of 
securing the conservation and enhancement of AONB trees and woodlands. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

LanMan/ 

A7 
 

Transnational ñSustainable Landscapesò 

programme:  Bocage & Woodfuel project. 
 
Progress subject to securing funding. 

Hedge survey; woodfuel survey; 

develop 2 local collaboration groups; 
12 farm audits & action plans; 
woodfuel demonstration events; 

training; promotion at shows.  

EU INTERREG 

funding;  
AONB SDF 

Partnership SWPLF; 

DCC; 
French PNRs 

July 2009 - July 

2011 

 

Objective 
LanMan/O5 
To improve access to high quality advice and support, for AONB land managers. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 

Source 

AONB Team 

Role 

Partner  

roles 
Timetable 

LanMan/ 
A8 

Increase the number of orchards and promote 
traditional management skills,  working 
cooperatively with  Orchard Link 

Increase the number of orchards by 
10% . Support a programme of 
training, workshops, visits etc 

EU Cross Channel 
INTERREG 
programme 

Lead Orchard Link 2010-2012 

LanMan/ 

A9 
 

Improve rural estate skills of  farmers and 

landowners particularly those new to the 
countryside 

Stage 12 training events on various 

skills. 

EU Cross Channel 

INTERREG 
programme 

Partnership DRST ï 

training 
providers  

2010-2012 

 

Objective 

LanMan/O6 
To increase awareness and improve understanding of the inter-relationships between our protected landscape and its farmers and land 
managers. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

LanMan/ 

A10 
 

Run a programme of farm and woodland 

awareness activities for the public 

Stage 20 activities annually to 

promote farming activities and 
woodlands, including farm-school 
twinning links.  Install information 

panels at 5 farms, interpreting the 
farming story.  

AONB Partnership Lead FACE ï 

training for 
farmers  

2009-2014 
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1.6  Coast and Marine Environment 

Objective 
Mar/O1 
To conserve and enhance the natural beauty of the high quality, nationally significant coastline of the AONB. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

Mar/A1 Complete and publish a seascape character 
assessment.  

 
Progress subject to securing funding. 

Completed by 2011.  
This action forms part of the 

landscape mapping project listed in 
Lan/A5 

EU INTERREG 
funding;  

AONB SDF 

Lead SWPLF; 
DCC; 

French PNRs 

2011 

Mar/A2 Undertake review of marine Special Areas of 
Conservation and (subject to result) increase the 

designated areas. 

Review completed 2009, further 
designations completed 2010 

Natural England Supporting Natural 
England 

2009 -  2010 

Mar/A3 Consider designation of Marine Conservation 
Zones under provisions of the Marine Act. 

Marine & Coastal Access Bill enacted 
2009; MCZs designated by 2014 

Natural England No direct 
involvement  

Marine 
Management 

Organisation; 
Natural 
England 

2009 - 2014 

 

Objective 

Mar/O2 
To clearly define the special qualities of the AONB at the coast and its inter-relationships with the neighbouring marine environment; and 
enable full account to be taken of the AONB in coastal and marine planning and management. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

Mar/A4 Complete the review of the South Devon and 
Dorset Shoreline Management Plan.  

Plan completed and published by 
2010. 

Policies contribute to the 
conservation and enhancement of the 
AONB 

Defra, SDDCAG 
members  

Supporting S Devon & 
Dorset 

Coastal 
Authorities 
Group 

2010 
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Objective 

Mar/O3 
To improve public awareness and understanding of the marine and coastal environment; and reduce the negative impacts of peopleôs 
activities. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

Mar/A5 Deliver the education and outreach activity 

programme at Wembury Marine Centre.  

10,000 visitors per year to 

interpretation centre, educational 
activities with 30 school groups, and 
other events and activities for the 

public.  

DCC, SHDC, NT, 

Devon Wildlife Trust 

Partnership DCC; SHDC; 

NT; DWT; 
Wembury 
VMCA 

Advisory Group 

Annual programme 

Mar/A6 Establish a new seasonal mobile coastal 
information/ interpretation facility at Slapton 
Sands.  

New mobile information trailer 
manned at Slapton Memorial carpark 
during summer season 

Field Studies 
Council, Aggregates 
Levy Fund, Slapton 

Line Partnership 

Enabling FSC; SHDC; 
Slapton Line 
Partnership 

Annually from 
summer 2009 

Mar/A7 Develop and deliver a more extensive programme 
of local marine education and awareness raising 
to secure greater care of vulnerable species and 

areas. 
 
Progress subject to securing funding. 

Campaigns and codes of conduct 
needed to focus on: disturbance of 
seals and cetaceans by boats; safe & 

considerate use of small powered 
craft; avoidance of pollution; 
protection of seabed; sustainable 

fisheries.  

To be sought  Lead DWT; MCS; 
(others to be 
identified) 

Dependent on 
funding 

 

Objective 

Mar/O4 
To maintain and improve the quality and appearance of the most heavily used coastal destinations, particularly focusing on urban fringe 
sites that act as gateways to the AONB where they are experiencing intense recreational pressure or are at risk from marine erosion. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

Mar/A8 Complete the delivery of the Slapton Coastal 

Adaptation Project. 

Complete the delivery of the agreed 

actions and outputs as detailed in the 
separate project plan. 

Defra, SHDC, DCC Partnership Slapton Line 

Partnership 

Finishes March 

2010 

Mar/A9 Undertake a landscape and coastline management 
programme for South Milton Sands (Thurlestone 

Sands).  

Complete the reorganisation of coast 
defences, carparking, access and 

dune habitats at the part of the site 
owned by the National Trust. 

National Trust Enabling National Trust Completed May 
2009 

Mar/A10 Prepare a detailed local shoreline plan for 
Beesands as recommended by the Shoreline 

Management Plan.  

Secure agreement with local 
stakeholders about future 

management policy for the coast at 
this location.  

AONB Partnership Enabling or 
lead 

South Hams 
District 

Council  

By 2014 

Mar/A11 Develop a landscape enhancement programme for 
the coastal strip above Saint Maryôs Bay to 

enhance visitor experience and the presentation of 
the site. 

Landscape plan prepared. Further 
progress dependent on funding. 

AONB Partnership, 
Torbay Council  

Lead Torbay 
Council; TCCT 

Plan prepared by 
end of 2010 
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Mar/A12 Develop a detailed local shoreline plan for the coast 

at Challaborough and prepare a programme of 
landscape improvements as recommended by the 
Shoreline Management Plan.  

Secure agreement with local 

stakeholders about future 
management policy for the coast at 
this location. 

AONB Partnership Enabling or 

lead 

Local 

landowners; 
Parish 
Councils etc 

By 2014 

Mar/A13 Survey and prepare a simple site management plan 

for the Jennycliff public open space. Secure 
funding to undertake a modest programme of 
landscape enhancements to enhance the visitor 

experience and presentation of the site.  

Site Management Plan developed.  

Prioritised list of work required. 
Undertake programme of 
improvements to boundary fencing, 

entrances etc 

Plymouth Council  Enabling Plymouth 

Council  

By 2014 

 

Objective 
Mar/O5 
To develop the policy framework and coordinated management of the coast and marine environment. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 

Source 

AONB Team 

Role 

Partner  

roles 
Timetable 

Mar/A14 Publish a new Coastal Planning Policy 
Statement.  

Publication of new PPS20. DCLG No active 
involvement  

DCLG; Formal 
consultation 
process  

By end 2009 

Mar/A15 Adopt and publish a marine management strategy 

statement as required by the Marine & Coastal 
Access Act. 

Formal consultation process 

completed and publication of new 
marine strategy.  

Defra No active 

involvement  

Defra; MMO  By end 2010 

Mar/A16 Secure active engagement and coordination 
through the work of Devon Maritime Forum and 

Sea Torbay.  

Forums meet twice a year, with 
programmes of communication, 

knowledge transfer, lobbying, etc. 

Various Supporting Many member 
organisations 

Annual 
programmes 

Mar/A17 Develop a clear and coordinated policy for the 
management of beaches in the South Hams.  

Adoption of standards for managing 
different categories of beach, to meet 
AONB objectives.  

SHDC staff, AONB 
staff 

Enabling SHDC; NT;  
landowners 

By 2010 

Mar/A18 Develop management linkages and coastal zone 
integration opportunities following enactment of the 

Marine and Coastal Access Bill. 

Accord or working arrangements 
developed between Marine 

Management Organisation, IFCAs, 
and local coast and estuary forums.  

MMO, AONB Partnership MMO; IFCAs; 
local 

authorities; 
estuary 
partnerships 

etc. 

By 2014 
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1.7  Estuaries 

Objective 
Est/O1 
To conserve and enhance the natural beauty and distinctive character of the AONBôs estuaries. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

Est/A1 Resolve future management arrangements for 
Sharpham Marsh (River Dart) in discussion with 

landowner and other stakeholders.  

Long term management objectives 
agreed and adopted.  

AONB Partnership 
funds 

Enabling Sharpham 
Estate; NE; 

DHNA; EA etc. 

2009 

Est/A2 Resolve future management arrangements for 
Efford Marsh (River Avon) in discussion with 
landowner and other stakeholders.  

Long term management objectives 
agreed and adopted.  

Environment Agency Enabling Environment 
Agency; Avon 
estuary forum; 

landowners 
etc. 

2009 

Est/A3 Review and update action plans for the estuaries 
in consultation with forums and local stakeholder.  

Estuary Plans reviewed and  
published: Avon (2009); Dart (2011); 

Kingsbridge (2010); Tamar (2012); 
Yealm (2013) 

AONB Partnership; 
Tamar Estuary 

Conservation Forum 

Lead/ partner Wide range of 
stakeholders 

and authorities  

As detailed in 
column 3 

Est/A4 Maintain a series of effective estuary management 
groups or forums, coordinated by the AONB 

estuaries officer.  

Estuary conservation forums or 
management groups for the Avon, 

Yealm, Dart and Kingsbridge 
estuaries,  to meet at least twice a 
year.  Co-ordinated by AONB 

estuaries officer.  

DCC, SHDC, NE, 
Duchy of Cornwall, 

NT, Dart and 
Salcombe Harbour 
Authorities  

Lead Wide range of 
stakeholders 

and authorities  

Annual programme 

Est/A5 Maintain effective management arrangements for 
the Tamar Estuaries (including the Plymouth 
Sound and Estuaries Special Area of 
Conservation), coordinated by a coastal officer.  

Tamar Estuary Consultative Forum 
and marine liaison committee - each 
meet at least twice a year.  

Tamar Estuaries 
Consultative Forum 
member 
organisations 

Supporting Plymouth City 
Council and 
MoD; Wide 
range of 

stakeholders 
and authorities  

Annual programme 

 See action Nat/A1 for reference to Waste Water Treatment Work improvements. 
See action Nat/A3 and A4 for reference to the Water Framework Directive.  

See action Nat/A5 for reference to litter clearance. 
See action Nat/A7 for reference to the Catchment Sensitive Farming Initiative. 

 



Page 18 of 40 13/10/2009 

 

Objective 

Est/02 
To engage communities in recognising, understanding and appreciating the natural beauty, special qualities and individual characters of 
the AONBôs estuaries. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

Est/A6 Develop and deliver an extensive programme of 

local estuary education and awareness raising to 
secure greater care of vulnerable species and 
areas. 

 
Progress subject to securing funding. 

Campaigns and codes of conduct 

focussed on: disturbance of large 
mammals by boats; safe & 
considerate use of small powered 

craft; avoidance of pollution from boat 
wastes; avoidance of damage to 
eelgrass beds and other vulnerable 

habitats; sustainable fishing and bait 
collection.  
Information panels installed at launch 

points; estuary content upgraded on 
AONB website; self-guided estuary 
trails (Kingsbridge estuary) 

developed; underwater film 
(Kingsbridge estuary) completed; 
articles published in harbour guides; 

events programme activities 
delivered.  

To be sought  Lead Estuary 

conservation 
forum 
members  

Dependent on 

funding 

 

Objective 
Est/03 
To develop research programmes that inform coordinated decision making and adaptation initiatives. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 

Source 

AONB Team 

Role 

Partner  

roles 
Timetable 

Est/A7 Seek funding to commission hydrodynamic 
models of estuaries to inform future dredging 
operations 

Survey of Kingsbridge estuary 
completed. 

To be sought  Enabling Harbour 
authorities; 
Royal Navy  

Dependent on 
securing new 
funding 

Est/A8 Support a wide range of student research 

projects to generate up-to-date information on 
habitats, species and other estuary features.  

Two research projects completed per 

year.  

NERC funding and 

other university 
sources  

Partnership University of 

Plymouth 

Annual programme 

 

Objective 
Est/04 
To sustain the traditional economy and recreational enjoyment of the AONBôs estuaries. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

 Actions to be developed for the next revision of the Delivery Plan  
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Sustainable Living 

2.1  Access, Recreation & Tourism 

Objective 

Acc/O1 
To ensure the South West Coast Path National Trail, the areaôs strategic recreational routes and the wider public rights of way network are 
maintained to a high standard and are well utilised; and link paths are promoted in partnership with landowners especially where these 
provide opportunities for safer walking and riding between settlements. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

Access/  

A1 

Complete the realignment of the Warren Point to 

Strete Gate section of coast path.  

Realignments completed and opened 

for public use. 

Natural England, 

DCC 

No direct 

involvement  

DCC; NE; SW 

Coast Path 
Project  

By 2014 

Access/  
A2 

Develop additional sections of estuary paths and 
trails where this can be done without unacceptable 

disturbance to wildli fe and habitats. 

Progress the Yealmpton to Elberton 
path subject to landowner agreement, 

environmental impact assessment, 
planning permission and funding.  

Devon Local 
Transport Plan 

No direct 
involvement  

Sustrans; 
DCC; 

landowners etc 

2009 - 2014 

Access/  
A3 

South Devon Local Action Group local development 
strategy: promoting countryside access theme 

Paths and routeways and promotional 
activities such as health walks. 

£200,000 grant support programme.  
Complete new link path from Newton 
Ferrers to Collaton Cross 

EU LEADER funding, 
local authorities, 

Parish councils  

Partnership SDCLAG; 
SHDC; 

SWERDA; 
Devon 
Renaissance 

2009 ï 2013 
 

 
2009 

 

Objective 

Acc/O2 
To reduce barriers to participation in countryside recreation and access, particularly for young people, neighbouring urban populations 
and those disadvantaged by poor mobility, health or opportunity. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 

Source 

AONB Team 

Role 

Partner  

roles 
Timetable 

Access/  
A4 

Deliver the Stepping Stones to Nature programme 
for Plymouth and the surrounding countryside.  

Wide range of detailed project targets 
covering participation, infrastructure, 
information and training.  

Lottery Access to 
Nature programme; 
Plymouth City 

Council; other local 
partners  

Supporting Plymouth City 
Council; 
Groundwork 

SW; BTCV; 
many other 
partners  

2009 - 2013 

Access/  

A5 

Submit a funding bid to the Access to Nature 

scheme for increasing participation in the South 
Hams parts of the AONB. 

Bids submitted. Further progress 

dependent on outcome.  

Lottery Access to 

Nature programme 

Lead Various local 

partner 
organisations 

2009 

Access/  
A6 

Maintain and develop the Health Walks programme 
across the AONB.  

150 people regularly participating per 
year in the South Hams schemes. 

Local authorities  No direct 
involvement  

Local 
authorities, 

health authority 

Annual programme 
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Objective 

Acc/O3 
To improve safety and resolve conflicts between different recreational and commercial users of green lanes, bridleways, estuaries, 
beaches and inshore waters. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

 See action Mar/A7 and action Est/A6 for promotion of responsible use of coast and estuaries 

 

Objective 

Acc/O4 
To secure public access to the coastal corridor and beaches through the provisions of the Marine and Coastal Access Bill following its 
enactment. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

Access/  
A7 

Introduce coastal access provisions of Marine and 
Coastal Access Act 

Right of coastal access extended by 
2014.  

Natural England No direct 
involvement  

Defra; Natural 
England 

2009 - 2014 

 

Objective 
Acc/O5 
To strengthen the environmental and economic performance of the tourism sector. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

Access/  

A8 

South Devon Local Action Group local development 

strategy: diversifying and extending the tourism 
offer theme 

Broadening the range of activities on 

offer, including recreational activities, 
events and festivals. £150,000 grant 
support programme. Target: 50 

tourism actions. 

EU LEADER funding Partnership SDCLAG; 

SHDC; 
SWERDA; 
Devon 

Renaissance 

2009 - 2013 
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2.2  Planning & Development 

Objective 
Plan/O1 
To ensure that great weight is given to the purpose of AONBs in planning policies and development control decisions. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

Plan/A1 Relevant policies for conserving and enhancing the 
AONB to be incorporated into LDF documents.  

Inclusion of ófit for purposeô policies in 
LDF documents 

Local planning 
authorities  

Supporting Local 
planning 

authorities 

Annual programme 
set out in Local 

Development 
Schemes 

 

Objective 

Plan/O2 
To ensure that appropriate development is only provided for where it would conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural 
heritage of the AONB. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

Plan/A2 Produce AONB guidance on shoreline 

development 

Statement published by 2010 AONB Partnership Lead AONB 

Partnership 
members  

2010 

Plan/A3 Produce a Green Infrastructure Delivery 
Framework for the Plymouth Sub-region.  

Audit of sites; Publish Green 
Infrastructure Plan; Greenspace 

Strategy; Prepare and implement 
Delivery Framework.  Improved 
coordination & delivery.  

Plymouth Council; 
SHDC; NE; WT; FC;  

Planning obligation 
tariff.  

Supporting Plymouth 
Council; 

SHDC; NE; 
DWT; FC 
 

2009-2011 

Plan/A4 Transnational ñSustainable Landscapesò 

programme:  Sustainable Buildings project. 
 
Progress subject to securing funding. 

Survey of local building materials & 

micro quarries; promotional materials; 
training for householders; exchange 
event for professionals. 

EU INTERREG 

funding;  
AONB SDF 

Partnership SWPLF; 

Plymouth Uni; 
DCC; 
French PNRs 

Oct 2009 - Dec 

2012 

 

Objective 

Plan/O3 
To ensure that no development is permitted outside the AONB which would damage the natural beauty, character and special qualities of 
the AONB itself. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

 This objective is delivered through Action Plan/A1. 
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Objective 

Plan/O4 
To ensure that land use change is consistent with the distinctive landscape character of the AONB, and conserves and enhances its 
natural beauty and special qualities. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

Plan/A5 Produce AONB guidance on recreational horse 

keeping 

Guidance published and 

disseminated by end of 2010 

SWPLF members Partnership SWPLF 2010 

 

Objective 

Plan/O5 
To ensure suitable arrangements for engagement with coastal partnerships are provided for when the new marine spatial planning system 
is introduced. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 

Source 

AONB Team 

Role 

Partner  

roles 
Timetable 

Plan/A6 Enact the Marine and Coastal Access Bill and 
establish new marine spatial planning system.  

New planning system in operation.  
See also action Mar/A16.  

Defra No active 
involvement  

Defra; Marine 
Management 
Organisation 

By 2011 
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2.3  Transport & Highways 

Objective 
Trans/O1 
To increase the range of opportunities for public transport and community transport.  

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

Trans/  
A1 

Provide annual promotion of the ferry services 
though information media. 

Annual ñOut and Aboutò publication 
published by AONB Unit, also on-site 

ferry panels on the Yealm and Avon.  

AONB Partnership Lead Ferry operators Annual programme 

Trans/  
A2 

South Devon Local Action Group local development 
strategy: providing access to services for local 
communities theme 

Community-based transport solutions 
and safe access between 
settlements. £250,000 grant support 

programme.  

EU LEADER funding Partnership SDCLAG; 
SHDC; 
SWERDA; 

Devon 
Renaissance 

2009 - 2013 

 

Objective 
Trans/O2 
To reduce the impacts of traffic and heavy transport on minor roads. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 

Source 

AONB Team 

Role 

Partner  

roles 
Timetable 

Trans/  
A3 

Complete the agreed Slapton Coastal Adaptation 
Programme actions for transport  

Alternative inland routes signed and 
trialled; contingency planning 
arrangements in place; service 

providers informed of road closure 
scenarios.  

Slapton Line 
Partnership 

Partnership Devon County 
Council; 
Slapton Line 

Partnership 

2010 

 

Objective 
Trans/O3 
To conserve distinctive and historic highway features. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 

Source 

AONB Team 

Role 

Partner  

roles 
Timetable 

Trans/  
A4 

Produce a protocol for highway management and 
maintenance which demonstrates good practice in 
the conservation of Devonôs protected landscapes. 

Publication of highway management 
guidelines.  

Devon County 
Council 

Lead DCC; Devon 
AONBs and 
National Parks  

2009 
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Objective 
Trans/O4 
To increase the number of safe off-road routes linking settlements. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 

Source 

AONB Team 

Role 

Partner  

roles 
Timetable 

 See actions within the Access, Recreation and 
Tourism section.  

     

 

Objective 
Trans/O5 
To undertake landscape enhancements to car parks. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 

Source 

AONB Team 

Role 

Partner  

roles 
Timetable 

 See action Mar/A9 for reference to work at South Milton Sands carpark.  
Further projects will be identified in later updates of this Delivery Plan.  
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2.4  Rural Economy & Services 

Objective 
Econ/O1 
To promote business development, adaptation and diversification. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

Econ/A1 
 

Establish new construction timber grading and 
kiln drying operation at Dartington to serve the 

surrounding area.  

New mill open and operating.  Private sector 
initiative.  

No active 
involvement  

Private 
operator 

By 2010 

Econ/A2 South Devon Local Action Group local development 
strategy: promoting business development, 
adaptation and diversification theme 

Support business networks, 
knowledge transfer, coordinated 
business advice, farm diversification 

to non-agricultural activities 
(target:20) ; social enterprises; 
training. Target: 40 micro enterprises 

supported or created.  £500,000 grant 
support programme.  

EU LEADER funding Partnership SDCLAG; 
SHDC; 
SWERDA; 

Devon 
Renaissance 

2009 - 2013 

Econ/A3 Recruit new businesses to the Envision scheme 
helping them to:  

 Save 10-25% of energy and water costs 
through efficiency measures  

 Save 1-4% of turnover through waste 
minimisation  

 Calculate and reduce carbon footprint  

 Comply with legislation to minimise risk  

 Develop new market opportunities  

 Get accredited to the BS 8555 and ISO 

14001 EMS standards  

Increased number of businesses 
enrolled on the scheme from 2008 

levels.  

SW Regional 
Development Agency  

Support  Groundwork 
Southwest 

2009-11 
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Objective 
Econ/O2 
To strengthen supply chains and distribution networks for local food, fuel and materials. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 

Source 

AONB Team 

Role 

Partner  

roles 
Timetable 

Econ/A4 
 

South Devon Local Action Group local development 
strategy: strengthening supply chains and 
distribution networks theme 

Networking of businesses for mutual 
advantage. £200,000 grant support 
programme.  

EU LEADER funding Partnership SDCLAG; 
SHDC; 
SWERDA; 

Devon 
Renaissance 

2009 - 2013 

Econ/A5 
 

Develop the Food and Drink Devon brand with 
supply chain and marketing programme and 

collaborative transport initiatives.  

Stage training sessions for 
businesses and joint events including 

Dartmouth Food Festival to promote 
local products to trade buyers.  

LAG No direct 
involvement  

Devon Food 
and Drink 

2009-10 

Econ/A6 
 

Establish a regional brokerage service for 
construction grade timber to link timber suppliers, 

processors and purchasers.  
 
Progress subject to securing funding. 

New brokerage post established on 
initial three year trial. (Targets for 

volume/value of timber purchased to 
be developed later.) 

To be sought.  Supporting Silvanus 
Trust; Forestry 

Commission 

By 2014 

Econ/A7 Map the trade waste operators in the area.  

Develop partnerships with one or more of the 
operators to recycle the waste they collect 

Establish partnership with at least 1 

operator, achieve improvement in % 
trade waste recycled. 

To be sought  Lead Trade waste 

operators 

2010-2014 

 

Objective 
Econ/O3 
To develop economic activity programmes linked to the AONBôs natural resources and environmental quality. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 

Source 

AONB Team 

Role 

Partner  

roles 
Timetable 

Econ/A8 South Devon Local Action Group local development 
strategy: economic activity linked to natural 
resources theme 

Actions for land management, 
sustainable tourism, marine skills, 
renewable energy. Target: 40 rural 

heritage actions. £400,000 grant 
support programme.  

EU LEADER funding Partnership SDCLAG; 
SHDC; 
SWERDA; 

Devon 
Renaissance 

2009 - 2013 

Econ/A9 South Devon Local Action Group local development 
strategy: small scale environmental 

infrastructure improvements theme 

Enhancements to public realm areas 
including village and town 

improvements and coastal sites. 
Target: 10 village renewal projects. 
£350,000 grant support programme.  

EU LEADER funding Partnership SDCLAG; 
SHDC; 

SWERDA; 
Devon 
Renaissance 

2009 - 2013 
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Objective 
Econ/O4 
To improve access to services for local communities. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

 Further projects will be identified here in future updates to this Delivery Plan.   
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2.5  Community & Culture 

Objective 
Comm/O1 
To develop sustainable, multi-functional community facilities. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

Comm/ 
A1 

 

South Devon Local Action Group local development 
strategy: initiatives for local food and produce  

theme 

Community-based actions for 
growing, distributing and procuring 

local food and produce. £400,000 
grant support programme. 

EU LEADER funding Partnership SDCLAG; 
SHDC; 

SWERDA; 
Devon 
Renaissance 

2009 - 2013 

Comm/ 

A2 
 

CPRE Mapping Local Food Webs project Recruit network of local volunteers; 

undertake survey; promote findings; 
develop local foodwebs. 

Lottery Making Local 

food Work 
programme 

Supporting CPRE;  

Local 
volunteers  

2009 - 2010 

Comm/ 
A3 

South Devon Local Action Group local development 
strategy: developing multi-functional community 

facilities theme 

Improve community services and 
facilities including facilities for health 

recreation and sport. £400,000 grant 
support programme.  

EU LEADER funding Partnership SDCLAG; 
SHDC; 

SWERDA; 
Devon 
Renaissance 

2009 - 2013 

Comm/ 

A4 

South Devon Local Action Group local development 

strategy: promoting recycling and waste 
reduction theme 

Innovative business- and community-

based initiatives for waste and 
recycling. £70,000 grant support 
programme.  

EU LEADER funding Partnership SDCLAG; 

SHDC; 
SWERDA; 
Devon 

Renaissance 

2009 - 2013 

 

Objective 
Comm/O2 
To increase opportunities for local participation and volunteering. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

Comm/ 

A5 

South Devon Local Action Group local development 

strategy: develop opportunities for local 
participation theme 

Develop skills, networking, 

volunteering, parish plans. £75,000 
grant support programme. 

EU LEADER funding Partnership SDCLAG; 

SHDC; 
SWERDA; 
Devon 

Renaissance 

2009 - 2013 
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Objective 
Comm/O3 
To improve the quality and extent of provision of public open spaces and facilities for sport and play.  

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

Comm/ 

A6 

Improvements to public open space sites 

throughout the AONB 

Investment programme completed to 

sites including Kingsbridge 
(Recreation Ground, Head of the 
Estuary, Bowcombe Creek), 

Dartmouth (Coronation Park, Royal 
Avenue Gardens, The Embankment, 
Castle Estate, Warfleet), Salcombe 

(Hangar Marsh, Batson Creek, 
Courteney Park), Stokenham Parish 
(Helmers Field in Chillington, 

Beesands Village Green, Torcross 
(Viewpoint, Slaptonline), Bigbury-on-
Sea (The Warren), Aveton Gifford.  

South Hams District 

Council capital 
programme 

Supporting SHDC;  

Parish 
Councils 

Kingsbridge - Head 

of the Estuary, 
Dartmouth - Castle 
Estate, Chillington 

ï Helmers Field 
2009 
Remainder by 

2010 

Objective 
Comm/O4 
To develop local governance and delivery capacity. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

Comm/ 
A7 

Support communities undertaking parish plans, 
village design statements, etc. 

8 parish plans completed.  Parish Councils, 
Local Authorities, 

Community Council 
for Devon 

Supporting Parish 
Councils; 

Community 
Council for 
Devon 

2009 - 2014 



Page 30 of 40 13/10/2009 

AONB Management 

3.1  Awareness & Communication 

Objective 
Aware/O1 
To increase awareness and appreciation of the AONB designation, its natural beauty, distinctive character and special qualities. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 

Source 

AONB Team 

Role 

Partner  

roles 
Timetable 

Aware/ 
A1 

South Devon Local Action Group local development 
strategy: visitor information and interpretation 
theme.  

Innovative projects and media to 
communicate with visitors. £150,000 
grant support programme.  

EU LEADER funding Partnership SDCLAG; 
SHDC; 
SWERDA; 

Devon 
Renaissance 

2009 - 2013 

Aware/ 
A2 

Development of AONB events programme ï 
ongoing development of new strands of events 

encouraging activity. 

Increased number of  events 
promoting exercise and healthy living.  

AONB Partnership 
budget  

Lead Various partner 
organisations 

Annual programme 

Aware/ 
A3 

Run annual AONB Walking Festival.  Increased participation numbers from 
those achieved in 2008.  

AONB Partnership 
Budget 
Private sponsorship 

Lead Various partner 
organisations 

Annual programme 

Aware/ 

A4 

Installation of gateway signs with appropriate 

branding at entry points to the AONB on main 
routes.  
Incorporation of AONB on village name signs. 

Install at least 4 signs at entry points 

Install at least 10 village signs to 
denote more effectively the 
geographical extent of the AONB 

AONB Partnership 

Budget 

Lead DCC; Torbay 

Council 

2014 

Aware/ 
A5 

Use e-bulletin, the coast and countryside events 
programme and PR campaign to engage new 
groups and individuals. 

Greater awareness of the designation 
amongst the population compared to 
baseline data of 2003 

AONB Partnership 
Budget 

Lead - Annual programme 

Aware/ 

A6 

Our Beauti ful Place ï a community landscapes 

project - part of AONB 50 Outstanding years 
programme.  
 

50 appropriate community projects. 

Community Landscape Survey. 
Campaigns re Light Pollution, & Buy 
Local.  

Keep it Special ï advice programme 
for owners of Traditional buildings. 
Village Design statements. 

Photography Competition. 
50

th
 Anniversary Orchard planting. 

Various grant and 

funding sources to be 
sought  

Lead Local 

Community 
Groups; 
Food & Drink 

Devon; 
CPRE; 
DRST 

2009-2010  
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Aware/ 

A7 

Letôs Celebrate! ï a programme of events and 

activities - part of AONB 50 Outstanding years 
programme.  
 

Launch event, óBirthday Partyô, End of 

Project Showcase event.  
3 Events programmes & minimum 
200 events. 

Badging of local Agricultural Shows 
as AONB 50

th
 Anniversary. 

Landscape appreciation workshops 

and performances.  
Walking Festival.  
Sponsored day of Dartmouth Food 

Festival.  
50

th
 Anniversary Cider developed & 

distributed.  

Various grant and 

funding sources to be 
sought  

Lead Dartmouth 

Food Festival;  
Local 
Agricultural 

Shows;  
Local Cider 
producer; 

Local walking 
groups; 
Local experts; 

Local artists & 
performers 

2009-2010 inc. (18 

months) 

Aware/ 

A8 

Landscapes Through Time ï a curriculum linked 

schools project - part of AONB 50 Outstanding 
years programme. 
 

Subject to securing additional funding. 

Audit of existing school use of AONB 

as an educational resource.  
Produce a KS2 AONB Education 
Pack & Resource Pack to support 

Secondary school project work. 
Develop in school project work 
exploring 50 Outstanding Years 

themes. 

Various grant and 

funding sources to be 
sought  

Lead Local Schools;  

Educational 
specialists 

2009-2014 

Aware/ 
A9 

Upgrade AONB website allowing access to all 
outputs from ô50 Outstanding Yearsô, and 
information about the programme.  

Links to: Comm/06 

A new AONB website with good user 
statistics. 

Various grant and 
funding sources to be 
sought  

Lead - 2010  

Aware/ 
A10 

Production and distribution of end of project 
promotional publication materials for the ôAONB 
50 Outstanding Yearsô programme. 

Production of ócoffee tableô book. 
Production of project film.  

Various grant and 
funding sources to be 
sought  

Lead - 2010 

 

Objective 

Aware/O2 
To increase levels of awareness amongst relevant authorities of the statutory duty to have regard for the conservation and enhancement 
of the natural beauty of the AONB. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

 
See Action Trans/A4 

Other actions to be added to the Delivery Plan during the lifetime of the Management Plan.  
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Objective 
Aware/O3 
To raise the profile and influence of the AONB through national, regional and sub-regional communications. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 

Source 

AONB Team 

Role 

Partner  

roles 
Timetable 

Aware/A11 

Implement National AONB Awareness and 
Communication programme 

Publication of Outstanding 
Magazine, website, annual 
conference, parliamentary group, 

ministerial meetings etc. 

NAAONB 
members, Natural 
England 

Partnership NAAONB; 
member 
organisations 

Annual 
programme 

Aware/A12 
Implement a regional AONB awareness and 
communication programme through the 
Southwest Protected Landscape Forum 

Southwest Landscapes website, 
coordination groups, initiatives etc. 

 Partnership SWPLF; 
member 
organisations 

Annual 
programme 

 

Objective 
Aware/O4 
To increase awareness and understanding of the AONB as a living, working landscape. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

Aware/ 
A13 

Launch a óbuy AONB campaignô promoting local 
produce and purchasing, influencing consumer 

demand for high quality and distinctive local foods, 
woodland produce and local services. 

Increase in sales following gathering 
of baseline data from key producers.  

HLF Lead Food and Drink 
Devon 

2010/11 

Aware/ 
A14 

Ensure landowners  have a greater awareness of 
the positive benefits gained from sustainable land 

management to conserve and enhance landscape 
character ï work with new land owners to train them 
in rural skills 

Attendance at workshops and on 
rural skills courses. 

HLF Lead DRST; FWAG 2010/11 

 

 



Page 33 of 40 13/10/2009 

3.2 Partnerships & Organisation 

Objective 
Part/O1 
To review management and partnership arrangements for the AONB to ensure they remain effective and fit for purpose. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

Part/A1 Review AONB governance and partnership and 
agree new memorandum for funding 

New memorandum signed by funding 
partners; new partnership committee 

members appointed at annual open 
forum 

AONB core funding 
partners  

Lead NE; DCC; 
SHDC 

2009 

 

Objective 

Part/O2 
To increase reporting by relevant authorities on compliance with the statutory duty of regard for the conservation and enhancement of the 
natural beauty of the AONB. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 
Source 

AONB Team 
Role 

Partner  
roles 

Timetable 

Part/A2 Provide tailored advice to relevant public authorities 

on the s85 duty and monitor compliance 

An advice & monitoring system is in 

place with a demonstrable year on 
year improvement in the level of 
compliance 

Core AONB funding Lead  Natural 

England; and  
Local 
Authorities as 

key partners 

2014 

 

Objective 
Part/O3 
To ensure that the AONB Management Plan is reviewed and published to meet statutory requirements. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 

Source 

AONB Team 

Role 

Partner  

roles 
Timetable 

Part/A3 Publish annual update of Delivery Plan.  Review 

Management Plan ready for 2014.  

Programme timetable adhered to.  AONB Partnership Lead AONB 

Partnership 

Annual update 

 

Objective 
Part/O4 
To raise the profile and influence of the AONB through national, regional and sub-regional partnerships. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 

Source 

AONB Team 

Role 

Partner  

roles 
Timetable 

Part/A4 Maintain membership of and support for the 
National Association of AONBs and SW 
Protected Landscapes Forum. 

Annual membership and active 
participation by staff and Partnership 
members in training seminars, 

conference etc  

AONB Partnership Partnership All UK AONBs; 
all SW 
protected 

landscapes 

Annual 
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Objective 
Part/O5 
To secure and increase the funding for AONB Partnership projects and programmes. 

Action Ref Summary of Action Measure(s) of Progress / Success 
Funding 

Source 

AONB Team 

Role 

Partner  

roles 
Timetable 

Part/A5 Seek and secure project funding to support 
management plan delivery. 

External project and partnership 
funding of at least £200,000 per year 
secured by AONB Unit 

Various Lead Many other 
project 
partners  

Annual 

 

 

 

Abbreviations used for partner organisations listed in this document: 

AEF Avon Estuary Forum EPs Estuary Partnerships  

AONB PC South Devon AONB Partnership Committee FACE Farming and Countryside Education 

BTCV British Trust for Conservation Volunteers FC Forestry Commission 

CCD Community Council of Devon FDD Food and Drink Devon 

CPRE Campaign to Protect Rural England FSC Field Studies Council 

DAPC Devon association of Parish Councils FWAG Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group 

DCC Devon County Council  GS Groundwork Southwest  

DCLG Department of Communities and Local Government  HLF Heritage Lottery Fund 

Defra Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs  HPA Health Protection Agency  

DFF Dartmouth Food Festival  IFCA Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authorities 

DHNA Dart Harbour and Navigation Authorities  LAA Local Area Agreement  

DKF Devon Knotweed Forum LAs  Local Authorities  

DR Devon Renaissance LPAs Local Planning Authorities 

DR Devon Renaissance MCS Marine Conservation Society  

DRST Devon Rural Skills Trust MMO Marine Management Organisation 

DWT Devon Wildlife Trust MoD Ministry of Defence 

EA Environment Agency NAAONB National Association for Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

EH English Heritage NE Natural England 
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NT National Trust TECF Tamar Estuaries Consultative Forum 

OFGEM Office of the Gas and Electricity Markets TWOs Trade Waste Operators 

OL Orchard Link UoP University of Plymouth 

PCC Plymouth City Council VMCA (Wembury) Voluntary Marine Conservation Area 

PCs Parish Councils  WPD Western Power Distribution 

PLs Protected Landscapes  WWCT Whitley Wildlife Conservation Trust  

PNR Parc Naturel Régionale  Devon AONBs 

RSPB Royal Society for the Protection of Birds   Devon National Parks 

SD&DCAG South Devon and Dorset Coastal Authorities Group  Education Advisors 

SDCLAG South Devon Coastal Local Action Group  Ferry operators 

SE Sharpham Estate  Local Agricultural Shows  

SHDC South Hams District Council   Local artists and performers 

SLP Slapton Line Partnership  Local cider producer 

ST Silvanus Trust   Local community volunteers 

SWCPP South West Coast Path Project  Local experts 

SWERDA SW of England Regional Development Agency  Local History Groups  

SWPLF South West Protected Landscapes Forum  Local photographic groups 

SWT South West Tourism  Local schools  

TC Torbay Council   Private timber processors 

TCCT Torbay Coast Countryside Trust   
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AONB Staff Unit Roles 

 

The 129 projects in this Delivery Plan involve hundreds of agencies, organisations, landowners and individuals. The AONB Staff Unit will be involved in many of 
them, but at a range of different levels, depending on the project.  For any one project, the AONB Staff Unit may have: 

 A lead role ï developing and implementing the project. 
 An enabling role ï facilitating solutions and outcomes for others. 

 A partnership role ï advising and participating, with another organisation taking the lead role. 

 A support role ï through advocacy or commenting, but with no extensive involvement. 

 No direct involvement. 
 
The level of engagement of the AONB Staff Unit with each project is indicated in each of the project entries, although it should be born in mind that the scale of 
involvement may well change during the lifetime of a project or following further investigation. This document therefore represents a provisional listing. 
 

AONB Staff Unit 
Role 

Delivery Plan Actions 
Total 
Number 

Lead Lan/A1, A4, A7 and A10;  BioGeo/A8;  Hist/A7;  LanMan/A1, A8 and A10;  Mar/A1, A7 and A11;  Est/A3, A4 and A6; 
Access/A5;  Plan/A2;  Trans/A1 and A4;  Econ/A7;  Aware/A2, A3, A4, A5, A6, A7, A8, A9, A10, A13 and A14;  Part/A1, A2, A3 
and A5 

35 

Enabling BioGeo/A1;  Mar/A6, A9, A10, A12, A13 and A17;  Est/A1, A2 and A7 10 

Partnership Lan/A2, A5 and A6;  BioGeo/A2, A4, A6, A7 and A9;  Hist/A2, A6, A8 and A9;  LanMan/A4, A7 and A9;  Mar/A5, A8 and A18; 
Est/A8;  Access/A3 and A8;  Plan/A4 and A5;  Trans/A2 and A3;  Econ/A2, A4, A8 and A9;  Comm/A1, A3, A4 and A5; 
Aware/A1, A11 and A12;  Part/A4 

37 

Support Lan/A9;  Nat/A2, A3, A4, A5, A6, A8, A9 and A10;  BioGeo/A3 and A10;  Hist/A5 and A10;  Mar/A2, A4 and A16;  Est A5; 
Access/A4;  Plan/A1 and A3;  Econ/A3 and A6;  Comm/A2, A6 and A7 

25 

No Direct 
Involvement 

Lan/A3 and A8;  Nat/A1 and A7;  BioGeo/A5;  Hist/A1, A3 and A4;  LanMan/A2, A3, A5 and A6;  Mar/A3, A14 and A15; 
Access/A1, A2, A6 and A7;  Plan/A6;  Econ/A1 and A5 

22 
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Contact Details 

Useful contacts for the South Devon AONB include:

 

South Devon AONB Unit 

Follaton House, 

Plymouth Road,  

Totnes TQ9 5NE 

01803 861384 

enquiries@southdevonaonb.org.uk 

www.southdevonaonb.org.uk 

 

South Hams District Council 

Follaton House, 

Plymouth Road,  

Totnes TQ9 5NE 

01803 861234 

customer.services@southhams.gov.uk 

www.southhams.gov.uk 

 

Devon County Council 

County Hall,  

Topsham Road,  

Exeter EX2 4QB 

01392 382000 

customer@devon.gov.uk 

www.devon.gov.uk 

 

Torbay Council 

Town Hall,  

Castle Circus, 

Torquay TQ1 3DS 

01803 201201 

planning@torbay.gov.uk 

www.torbay.gov.uk 

 

Plymouth City Council 

Civic Centre, 

Armada Way, 

Plymouth PL1 2EW  

01752 668000 

enquiries@plymouth.gov.uk 

www.plymouth.gov.uk 

 

Natural England 

Devon Area Office,  

Level 8 Renslade House,  

Bonhay Road,  

Exeter EX4 3AW 

0300 060 1110 

devon@naturalengland.org.uk 

www.naturalengland.org.uk 

 

Environment Agency ï Devon Area Office 

Exminster House, 

Miller Way, 

Exeter EX6 8AS 

08708 506506 

enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk 

www.environment-agency.gov.uk 

 

English Heritage 

29 Queen Square,  

Bristol BS1 4ND 

0117 975 0700 

southwest@english-heritage.org.uk 

www.english-heritage.org.uk 

mailto:enquiries@southdevonaonb.org.uk
http://www.southdevonaonb.org.uk/
mailto:customer.services@southhams.gov.uk
http://www.southhams.gov.uk/
mailto:customer@devon.gov.uk
http://www.devon.gov.uk/
mailto:planning@torbay.gov.uk
http://www.torbay.gov.uk/
mailto:enquiries@plymouth.gov.uk
http://www.plymouth.gov.uk/
mailto:devon@naturalengland.org.uk
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/
mailto:enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/
mailto:southwest@english-heritage.org.uk
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/
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Notes: 
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The South Devon AONB Unit 

Follaton House, Plymouth Road, Totnes, Devon, TQ9 5NE 

01803-861384  
enquiries@southdevonaonb.org.uk    

 www.southdevonaonb.org.uk 
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